
wrap themselves up in the robes of Jesus, as if a vote 
for them would be equated as a vote for God. While we 
chuckle outwardly, inwardly we wince - for hypocrisy in 
all its forms is repellent. 

  

    W  “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 
you.” 1 Peter 3: 15. If we are living the Christian life as 
Jesus has designed it; if you are avoiding all manner of 
self-righteousness; if we love others with the love that 
the Spirit provides; then sooner or later we will be 
asked to explain how all of this is possible. No need to 
reach for multi-syllabic theological terms, we are called 
to explain our faith as we live it. 

Let me put my cards on the table. God has seen fit to place 
each of us in a representative Republic in this time and place. I 
believe that we have a duty to participate in the political process. 
Whatever our political af-
filiations may be, our politi-
cal parties need people 
who are informed, active 
and willing to be involved. I 
may never take a particular 
position from the pulpit, 
but I will always urge eve-
ryone to go out, get in-
volved, and vote. 

There will always be people who fan the fires of controversy 
for their own agendas. While rallying around a particular issue is 
often exciting; getting our blood to pump a little faster; the acri-
mony of debate often does not lend itself to mutual love and 
understanding. We understand that the church is God’s provi-
sional example of what human community should be. In other 
words, we are to be God’s gift to the communities in which He 
has placed us. Witnessing to what God has done for us; loving 
other’s in Christ’s name; keeping our own egos in check; and 
being ready and willing to articulate why we do these things; this 
is how we relate to the public sphere. Our political parties and 
our nation need us, it’s time to step up to the plate. 

 

     See you in church!   Paul 
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Start of a New 
Beginning 

Religion and Politics 
It’s July; it’s an election year, and already the major media is 

making an issue of religion and politics. I confess that I have 
mixed feelings on the subject. On the one hand, any discussion 
of religion in the public sphere is a good thing. Americans are, by 
and large, a religious people. It’s about time that the candidates 
take seriously the concerns of those of us who go to churches, 
synagogues, Islamic centers, Temples, or wherever one happens 
to worship. On the other hand, I cringe whenever a 
“representative” (who elected these guys, anyway?) of the Reli-
gious Right (James Dobson, etc) or the Religious Left (Jeremiah 
Wright, etc) opens his or her mouth. Part of me just wants to tell 
each of them to shut up and mind their own business - maybe 
even stick to discussing those things of which they are knowl-
edgeable. Do you know what I mean? 

The larger question is, “how do we responsibly bring our faith 
into the public square?” After all, we are Christians, but we are 
also Democrats, Republicans, Independents, or whatever political 
party we may ascribe to. I hope that our religious beliefs inform 
our political beliefs - and not vise versa. When there is contro-
versy, or an election, what will we do? 

I have a suggestion.  The New Testament offers four ideals 
which can be arranged as points on the compass.  North, South, 
East & West, each which are as equally important as the others. 
     N Jesus tells his disciples that “you will be my witnesses ..   

to the ends of the earth." Acts 1: 8   It is an old saying 
that the only Bible that many will read will be our lives. 
To witness it, to live a life that demonstrates the truth of 
the Gospel; that we are changed from the inside out on 
account of what Christ has done for us.   

     S “Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for 
love covers a multitude of sins.” I Peter 4:8 Living as 
Christ’s witnesses comes to naught if we cannot demon-
strate Christ’s love in our dealings with others.  

 

     E   “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order 
to be seen by them…” Matthew 6:1. There is always 
the danger of inserting our own egos into the equation 
as we live the Christian life in the public square. We 
chuckle to ourselves when we see candidates seek to 
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“Volunteer Appreciation” Potluck  
     The Fellowship Committee will be sponsoring 
a potluck lunch on Sunday, July 27, after the 
10:00am service. We will be taking this oppor-
tunity to publicly thank our congregation, whose 
generosity in volunteering their time and talents 
makes New Horizon a thriving church. Each of 
us is a volunteer in our own special way, and we hope you all will 
plan on joining us for this time of fun, food and fellowship.  
     In order to make sure we have a variety of dishes, we are 
suggesting the following break down for who should bring what. 
Beverage and table setting will be provided.  
     Those with a last name beginning with the letters: 
 A - G should bring a salad or bread 
 H - N should bring a main dish 
 N - Z should bring a dessert item 

Small Groups Meetings in July 
Book Review – No meeting Contact is Vicki Holder 
Circles – AM’ers – No meeting 

 Contacts are Vicki Holder & Zelda Gutha 
Evening – No meeting Contact is Monica Henderson 
Mary –   No meeting Contact is Joyce Zach 
Sarah – Thursday July 10, 12:30pm, @ NHPC, no 

 Lunch Contact person is Margaret Butterbaugh 
Crafts – No meeting Contact is Vicki Holder 
Fellowship Committee – TBA Contact is Mindy Brewer 
JOFI – TBA Contact is Cleo Croson 
Mariners – Thursday July 24, 6:30pm, @ NHPC, Potluck Dinner 
 Contact is Charlotte Butterbaugh 
Men –  TBA. Contact is Cal Parrott 
Mission Team – No meeting Contact is Zelda Gutha 
Monday Morning Prayer Team – Every Monday – @ NHPC 

 Prayer 6:30am - Breakfast Study 7:05am 
 Everyone is welcome to attend 

Movie Group – Friday July 11 Get Smart time TBA 
 Contact is Cleo Croson 
Prayer Shawl Ministry –  
 Monday July 14, 4:00pm to 7:00pm, @ NHPC 
 Tuesday July 22, 4:00pm to 7:00pm, @ NHPC 
 Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 
Scrapbooking – No meeting Contact is Mary Alice Fehr 
Women’s Ministry Coordinating Team – No meeting  
Women’s Ministry Gathering – No meeting Contact  is Cathy Born 

Women’s Gathering Tour KETV 
     Twenty-five members of the Women’s Gathering car-pooled to 
Omaha to tour the KETV studios on Thursday, June 5. It turned 
out to be a very interesting day. The studio was still reeling from 
the late night coverage of the previous night’s storm and we were 
able to get a good look at how such situations were handled. 
     Kelly Shoff, a New Horizon member, gave us a tour and a run-
ning commentary about what was happening in the studio. Kelly, 
an executive producer at KETV, was working on the mid-day news 
broadcast while we were there. She helped us view the news from 
an entirely new perspective. 
     The group was divided, and one half went to the production 
booth to see how things are handled there, while the other half 
watched the weather broadcast and learned how that was done. 
We switched positions during an advertising break, and then fi-
nally re-grouped in the studio to watch Greg Lindberg from Abso-
lutely Fresh Seafood demonstrate a grilled scallop recipe on-air. 
The last half of the show was an interview with a dog trainer who 
is with the Ringling Brothers’ circus. It was very informative.  
     After the studio tour, the group drove back to Council Bluffs to 
Tish’s Restaurant for an informal lunch. 

Christian Education Planning Meeting 
     Now that our very successful Vacation Bible School this year 
has concluded, it is time to begin thinking about and planning for 
the 2008-2009 year for our NHPC youth. Please join the Chris-
tian Education committee meeting on Thursday, July 17, 2008 at 
7:00pm in the Hearth room for a planning session. We will be 
focusing on the following five items during the meeting: 
     1. Wrap-up of VBS - what worked, what didn’t 
     2. Fall/Winter curriculum for Sunday School 
     3. Schedule  the Christmas program and any other programs 
for the coming year 
     4. Discuss a name change for Wonderful Wacky Wednesday 
     5. Schedule a Fall Festival. 

Correction 
     In the list of graduates in the June issue of the Horizon High-
lights, Zach Fauble was inadvertently left off the list of high 
school graduates. He graduated from Abraham Lincoln.  
     Congratulations, Zach, we apologize for the error. 

Stewardship Congregational Meeting Held 
    At the informational Congregational meeting on June 22, the 
Stewardship Program for the new building’s Mortgage Fund was 
presented and explained by Ron Sealock and Cal Parrott.  Pledge 
cards accompanied a letter explaining the program had previ-
ously been sent to all members prior to June 22.  The monthly 
mortgage payment will be approximately $12,400.  Carry over 
from the construction budget will pay the mortgage payment 
through August, 2008.  The first payment from the Mortgage 
Fund will be paid in September, 2008.  If you need a pledge card 
or would like further information, please contact the church office. 
     The Stewardship Drive for the General Operating Budget will 
be conducted as in the past in October.  Elder Mike Kerns is the 
chairperson for the Stewardship Program at New Horizon. 
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July Elder of the Month  
     Donna Pritchard has the responsibility of 
managing and evaluating the staff positions 
in the church, writing job descriptions, and 
working with the pastor and Session to add 
positions when necessary. Donna says that 
she is proud to be a member of New Horizon 
and looks forward to our growth. Thank 
goodness for her years of business 
experience! 
  

July Deacon of the Month  
     Pauline Larsen is the Deacon's liaison to 
the Prayer Shawl Ministry. She enjoys the 
fellowship of that rewarding ministry as well 
as the feedback from the prayer shawl 
recipients which is heartwarming and 
sometimes miraculous! 

Presbyterian Cluster Group 
     The Presbyterian Cluster Group will collect school items again 
this year.  Baskets will be out late in July because school starts 
early this year. 
     There will be a Cluster Picnic at the Narrows on August 17 at 
4:00pm.  School supplies will be blessed at that time. 

Mission Report 
     Thank you for helping the children donate items for the Emer-
gency Shelter at Children’s Square. 
     Early in the morning on July 20, Rev. Paul Masters and Karen 
Russell will leave with Kori Russell, Bobbie Lippert, Sara Paff, 
Shane Rooney, Spencer Barak and Clayton Reynolds for a week-
long work camp at Louisville, KY.  While there, they will have an 
opportunity to have life-changing experiences as they learn about 
Presbyterian missions on a global, national and local level. 

List Of People In The Service  
    A board will be placed in the narthex with a list of  service 
men or women with connections to New Horizon.  If you would 
like a name posted please get the following information to Linda 
Sheeran, 1224 Madison Ave; via email at wausie@cox.net; or 
leave the information at the church.  Please include the name 
(printed so it can be read) with rate/rank, branch of service, 
station and connection to NHPC.  Example:   S2c Jane Smith, 
USN, Middle East, sister of Tom Smith. 
    The individual doesn't need to be active duty, in a war zone 
or related to a member of our church.  A friend's second cousin 
twice removed who is in the National Guard is fine...we want to 
pray for and honor all servicemen who are connected to us. 

Mitten Tree  - “Christmas In July” 
     AM’ers Circle is responsible for the Mitten Tree this year. It will 
be put up before Thanksgiving. ITEMS NEEDED – mittens, hats, 
gloves and scarves. Get those needles flying!  
     Yes, we also welcome purchased items. 

Stephen Ministry 
     If anyone is in need of Stephen Ministry's confi-
dential support, please contact Paul Masters. The 
Stephen Ministers are trained and eager to be of 
service to anyone who feels a need for a good listener and friend 
due to a change in life or a current time of trouble. More informa-
tion will come in the August Newsletter and in a pew near you.     

Prayer Shawl Stories 
     The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to receive stories about 
people who have received prayer shawls. 
     A young girl was a part of New 
Horizon’s family for a number of 
months.  Like too many young girls 
she had numerous personal and 
family problems. When she moved to 
a new community, she was given a 
shawl.  She eventually moved to work on the east Coast and 
cared for some young children.  She found the family adults 
were using drugs, so she confronted them about their use 
around the children.  She comforted one of the small boys and 
tried to help him learn about God, Jesus, and the church.  He 
loved being wrapped in her shawl.  She had to leave this home 
and found a different job.  We need to pray for these young peo-
ple who face these challenges in their young lives. 
     An editor (Billie Healy) at the Presbyterian Headquarters in 
Louisville, Ky. learned of NHPC’s prayer shawl ministry. She e-
mailed the church and asked if we would sell or give her a shawl 
for her sister.  Her sister was thrown by a horse 18 months ago, 
leaving her a paraplegic. She formerly lived a very vigorous life 
and this has been an incredible blow to her.  At the present time 
she is on complete bed rest recovering from a fractured femur 
(she just twisted in bed – paraplegic’s bones are very brittle) 
and a deep bed sore that has been open for a year.  She and 
her husband moved to North Carolina the month before her ac-
cident.  The bulk of the day-to-day maintenance falls on her hus-
band Jim. A shawl has been sent to her in North Carolina. 
     Please add Victoria Abe to your prayer list of persons the 
ministry cares about.  A shawl is a symbol of warm hugs, love, 
and prayers that we give to people. Prayer shawls are given and 
never sold. 
     Currently the Prayer Shawl Ministry has 25 knitters & cro-
cheters who have made 236 prayer shawls. 
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     The week of June 15 - 19 was an exciting one at New Hori-
zon. It was our week for Vacation Bible School, focusing on the 
theme of “Beach Be-Attitudes: Surfing Through the Scriptures.” 
There were 36 kids and just as many adult volunteers who 
helped to make the week a very fun and spiritual one. The fes-
tivities kicked off with a congregational picnic and an opening 
ceremony where we were introduced to new songs, led by Ellen 
Jaco, and met new friends Max, Sam and Flame’ the Flamingo 
(played by Roger Kay, Tom Struebing and Sharon Bemis.)  
     Each evening during the opening time, the kids were intro-
duced to the theme of the day, which included be obedient, be 
kind, be forgiving, be bold and believe. The themes were sup-

ported by skits and videos where the surfing lessons became life 
lessons, as well as prayers and songs. After gathering time, the 
kids and their adult leaders traveled to each of four centers to 
participate in activities and to learn about God.  
     In the Bible Story center, led by Paul Masters and Craig 
Bond, the kids had a chance to put on costumes and join in the 
action while adult volunteers acted out the story and then talked 
with the kids about what the story meant and how they could 
learn from it. The Discovery Laboratory, led by Randy Dobbs and 
Cal Parrott provided the kids a place to conduct simple science 
experiments which taught lessons about living as a Christian.  
     Recreation time sent us outside where Lynne Masters led the 

  “ Beach”  Closes   
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kids (and teachers) in games which taught lessons about trust, 
listening and following. The crafts were led by Vicki Holder and 
Shelley Struebing and they helped the kids to make things like 
prayer pails, sand castles and picture frames. 
     One of the highlights of the week was the lesson about serv-
ing each other. Our mission project was collecting supplies for the 
emergency shelter at Children’s Square. Each night the kids 
brought items that could be used by children who might have to 
leave their homes quickly, including stuffed animals and clothing. 
We also learned about kids around the world who had started 
mission projects of their own.  

     There was a closing time at the end of each session where 
the theme for the night was reinforced by Max, Sam and Flame, 
songs were sung and prayers were offered. The week was a 
great experience for kids and adults alike. We made new friends, 
participated in fun games and crafts, and learned lessons about 
how God is part of our lives on a daily basis. We offer a huge 
thanks to all the caring adults who volunteered their time to 
cook and serve meals, as well as those who led the children in 
the week’s activities. Our Vacation Bible School week could not 
have succeeded without them. 

for the Summer 



M any Thanks 
    We cannot thank you enough for allowing us to hold 
Marshall’s graduation party at the church. It is such a beautiful 
building and very well designed for large groups. The kitchen is 
a cook’s dream! It is obvious a very organized group of people 
spent many hours in the planning and placement of every last 
spoon! 
    Thank you,     The Westerhott & Huckins families 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Dear members of New Horizon, 
    Thank you for your prayers and the beautiful flowers 
delivered by Margaret Lemen and a Thank You to Vicki Holder 
for the lovely white shawl she brought to me. 
    Blessings to all!   Helen Brownell 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Dear members of New Horizon, 
    Your comforting message at the service for Norman is 
gratefully acknowledged and deeply appreciated. 
    The Norman Canaday family 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Reverend Paul Masters and congregation, 
    The family of Norman Canaday would like to thank Rev. 
Masters for the caring eulogy. We were all greatly comforted 
upon receiving the prayer blankets. The family would also like to 
thank the congregation for all their prayers for our husband/
father. 
     Sincerely,  The Canaday family 

Condolences  
     To Cal Parrott and family on the passing of Cal’s mother, 
Florence, on May 30, 2008 
     To Virginia Nelson and family on the passing of Vernon, on 
June 15, 2008 
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Congratulations 
     To Chloe Maynard & Josh McDermott on the birth of their 
daughter, Kalista Kay, on June 7, 2008. Kalista is the grand-
daughter of Cindy Smedra and great granddaughter of Don and 
Cleo Croson. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
     To the following members and their families who celebrated 
their marriage ceremonies here in our beautiful new sanctuary: 
    Katrina Karcher (daughter of Bob and Hollis Karcher) to 
  Jameson Bridges on May 3; 
     Amanda Kerns (daughter of Mike and Nina Kerns,  
 granddaughter of Nita Kerns) to Nate Petersen
 on May 31; 
     Sindy McClain (daughter of Harvey and Marsha McClain) to 
 Nick Kafka on June 21. 

SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 
     The Co-Ed Softball Team needs your support.  Come to the 
field, which is located on North 8th Street across from Sternhill 
Park, and help encourage our players each Thursday evening. 
     The schedule follows:. 
      July 3   @ 7:30 -  Valley View 

July 10 @ 7:30 -  St. Patrick’s 
July 17 @ 6:30 -  St. Paul’s 
July 24 @ 9:30 -  Crossroads Christian 
July 31 @ 9:30 -  New Life 
Aug 7   @ 9:30 -  Eastside Christian 

Come and cheer for the NHPC team. 

COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE 
  July - Christian Education Committee 
  August - Mariners 
  September - Men 
  October - Sarah Circle 
  November - Mary Circle/Evening Circle 
  December - Deacons 

Announcement 
     We need everyone’s help! We are asking that when you 
leave the building, please make sure the door latches when 
it closes. There have been incidents where the doors close, 
but do not latch, leaving that door unlocked. Also, if you 
unlock a door that the “regular” door openers have not 
unlocked, please make sure that door is locked again be-
fore you leave. This is especially important on Sunday morn-
ings when the doors are unlocked early and closed and 
locked by a different set of people at the end of the morn-
ing. Your help would be greatly appreciated. 

Announcement 
     We are asking everyone who has an event at the church to 
please check the master calendar (now posted on the wall in 
the reception area) before any set-up or decorating is arranged 
to avoid any conflicts with another event already taking place. 
This includes all church events and outside use events. 

Calvin Crest 11th Annual BBQ & Quilt Auction 
 Saturday, August 23, 2008  

BBQ lunch is from 11:30am-1:30pm 
Quilts on Display 10:00am Auction begins 1:30pm 

      The first $5000 raised at the quilt auction will be matched 
by a grant from Dundee Presbyterian Church. Come enjoy a 
delicious meal, competitive bidding, and beautiful quilts.  
     There will be a silent auction as well for smaller items. 



Categories      May       Jan thru May 
   Revenues  

Members $ 20,553  $ 108,496 
Other      1,765        9,782 
   Total $ 23,318 $ 118,278 
 

Budgeted Amount     23,542    117,709 
     Difference     -224         569 

  Expenses  
Mission $   2,678 $   12,408 
Programs of the Church         1,084         6,487 
Ministries        77           334 
Facility Usage   1,537      19,385 
Administrative    1,956      12,201 
Staff Support    13,503      64,739   

Total $ 20,835 $  115,554 
 

Budgeted Amount    23,541     117,709 
    Difference                             -2706       -2155 
 

May       - Inc.  $  23,318 - Exp.  $  20,835 for Gain  $2,483 
Jan-May - Inc.  $118,278 - Exp.  $115,554  ahead   $2,724 

 Month   2006      2007  2008 
  January 176 140 234** 
  February  148 132 194  
  March 181 174 266* 
  April    201* 208* 203 
  May 166 176 196 
  June 192 164 174 
  July 172 175 
 * Easter Weekend   ** Start in New Facility 

Have you given your 2008 Per Capita Yet?   
It is $22.97 per member.   

We have received $ 3,607 which is 32% of the 
$11,140  NHPC must pay in to Presbytery. 

July Birthdays   
Name                             Date    Name                             Date 
 

Terry Bailey     2 
Gary Fiscus     2 
Wilma Foster     3 
Christopher Knox     3 
Janice Moxley     5 
Todd Gawronski     6 
Margaret Lemen     6 
Marjorie Webster     6 
Vivian Christensen    7 
Ann Smith     7 
Mindy Brewer     8 
Tod Clapper     9 
Rebekah Gutha   12 
Karen Williams   12 
Murleen Reelfs   13 

Ernie Gutha   14 
Sondra Dorsett   16 
Mikki Sachs   16 
Mark Abel   17 
Loverta Hoffman   18 
Michael Hoffman   18 
Jason Madsen   21 
Rosalie Warner   21 
Jack Dryden   24 
Emily Sissala   28 
Kirsten Russell   30 
Steve Brewer   31 
Debbie Ditmars   31 
Dawn Gawronski   31 
Nick Paulson   31 

August Birthdays  (First 10 Days) 
Name                             Date    Name                              Date 
 

Kathleen Jessen     1 
Gary McQuigg     1 
Ruth Rooney     1 
Sonya Reynolds     2 
Lois Nihsen     3 
Amanda Petersen     3 
Barbara Shearer     3 
Sherry Swanger     4 

Kali Miller     5 
Marilyn Nadler     5 
Morgan Montgomery    8 
Allison Parks     8 
Lynne Masters     9 
Blanche Kulisek   10 
Brady Watts   10 

New Horizon Members turning 90 plus 
 

   Wilma Foster, 95 on July 3 
  Longview Nursing Home 
  1010 Longview, Rd 
  Missouri Valley, IA 51555 
   Vivian Christensen,  96 on July 7 
  Bethany Lutheran Home Rm. 113 
  7 Elliott St. 
  Council Bluffs, IA 51503 
 Blanche  Kulisek, 94 on August 10 
  603 East 990 North Rd, 
  Morrisonville, IL 62546 

PLEASE REMEMBER!!! 
The Hearth Room is for meetings and fellowship ONLY.  
No meals or food of any kind should be served in the  

Hearth Room except coffee and pastries. The  
building use committee thanks you for  

adhering to this policy. 
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