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Mission Statement 
 

New Horizon Presbyterian Church  

Strives to know Christ and share Godõs love. 

Trust 
     And those who know your name put their trust in you, for 
you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you. Psalm 9:10 
 

Trust - it is one of the Psalms all-time favorite words. It 
occurs 45 times and its basic meaning is to have confidence in, 
to rely upon, to derive oneõs security from. Oddly enough, our 

English word means much the same thing. I say oddly, because 
most of the time we use that word in a negative fashion. òI 
wouldnõt trust so and so farther than I could throw them.ó òTrust 
takes a lifetime to build and can be destroyed in seconds.ó Letõs 
not forget the ever popular, òWhat?! Donõt you trust me?ó  

We see the effects of negative trust in the current health care 
debates. At the risk of getting too political, I think it is fair to say 
that Healthcare Reform is to the Democratic Party what 
privatizing Social Security is to the Republican Party ð each 
being the closest thing each party has to the Holy Grail. In 
winning the White House and both branches of Congress, the 
Democratic Party has been very successful in pursuing its 
agenda while needing very little Republican support. The current 
rhetoric has done nothing to allay Republican fears that this is 
going to change.  Accordingly, the Republicans will throw any 
monkey wrench into that agenda in order to slow it down. And 
while this state of affairs is normal for Washington, it leaves the 
average American wondering if anyone will put national interest 
above partisan politics. It is almost as if we have forgotten what 

the word Trust means.  
Trust is what we have when we interact with other people. We 

assume that the other guy is operating in good faith and that we 
can rely on them to follow through on what they say they are 
going to do. For instance, last May we approved the sale of Lot 
5 to the school district for the purposes of building a new 
school. It turns out that the school district needed to run more 
soil tests and so they requested that we delay closing for a 

month.  They had to trust that we were going to prove to be 
good neighbors and we had to trust that they were committed to 
moving forward. Everything went well and we closed earlier this 
month.  

Before we broke ground here, we had entered into an 
agreement with Presbyterian Homes for them to build a facility 
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next door. For whatever reason, that did not happen. And while it 
appeared that we were on the backburner, we had to trust that 
they were committed to moving forward. Presbyterian Homes 
continually demonstrated trustworthiness by paying any bills we 
forwarded to them. Now it seems that we have been moved to the 
front burner- they have repeated their desire and commitment to 
move forward and we are meeting with them in early September. 

Trust is what we do when we are waiting for something to 
happen. However, that waiting is never passive; it calls for action 
on our part. Every Sunday School teacher, every Deacon, every 
Elder, every committee member, every musician and choir 
member, everyone who signs a pledge card is living out their faith 
in a very practical manner. When the Psalmist urges us to put our 

trust in the Lord, he is urging us to do what we already do - act 
as if God has our best interests at heart.  

Fall is the time when we return from summer vacations, roll up 
our sleeves and ramp up church programs. On one level this is 
just the normal course of events, yet on another level we are 
living examples of what trust looks like. The word trust should not 
be one of those words only being used by con men - it should 
reflect every aspect of our lives as we live out the promises of the 
living God. This is Good News, not just for us but for all of those 
who have forgotten how to trust. Let us lovingly show them how.  
    See you in Church!      
     Paul 

September 13 Worship Event 
    The Worship Committee is planning to honor all members of 
our congregation whoõve been a part of the Presbyterian faith for 
50 years or more on September 
13 with a slide show presented at 
each service. If you have any pho-
tos that would help tell the story of 
50 years or more of Presbyterian 

faith, please get the photos to the 
church office as soon as possible, 
so they can be scanned into the 
show. Please put your name on 
the back so the photos can be returned to their owners once the 
slideshow is completed. 



Small Group Meetings in September 
Circles ð AMõers ð Thu. Sept 10, 10:00am @ NHPC 
  Hostess is Alice Gerard & Vicki Holder Lesson 6 
  Contacts are Vicki Holder & Zelda Gutha 

Evening ð Mon. Sept 21, 7:30pm @ 1224 Madison Ave 
   Hostess is Linda Sheeran,  Monica Hendersen 

   will lead the Bible Study 
  Contacts are Ellen Jaco & Jan Christensen 
Mary ð   Thu. Sept 24, 9:30am @ 515 Golden Oaks Dr 
 Hostess is Regina Johnson, Lois Nihsen will lead 

  Lesson 6   Contact is Joyce Zach 
Sarah ð  Thu. Sept 10, 12:30pm, @ NHPC   
  Contacts are Doris Ratekin & Sheri Wallace 

Crafts ð No meeting until October  Contact is Vicki Holder 
JOFI ð TBA          Contact is Cleo Croson 
Mariners ð Thu. Sept 17, 6:30pm, @ NHPC for a Potluck Supper 
  Program is Dewey Brockman òLittle Known 

  Facts about CBó  Contact is Grant & Lois Nihsen 
Monday Morning Prayer Team ð Every Mon.  @ NHPC 

  Prayer 7:00am - Breakfast Study 7:45am 
  Everyone is welcome to attend 

Movie Group ð Date, Movie & Time - TBA  
  Contact is Cleo Croson 
Prayer Shawl  ð Mon. Sept 14, 4:00pm to 7:00pm, @ NHPC 
       Tue. Sept 22, 4:00pm to 7:00pm, @ NHPC 
         Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 

Scrapbooking ð Sat. Sept 12, 9:30am @ 701 Parkwild Dr.   
  Mary Alice Fehrõs  Contact is Mary Alice Fehr 
Solitaires ð  Fri. Sept 25, 12:00pm @ CB Country Club 
Womenõs Ministry Coord. Team ð Thu. Sept 3, 10:00am @ NHPC 
Womenõs Ministry Gathering ð Thu. Sept 3, 12:00pm @ NHPC 
     Hostess is AMerõs   Program by Hometowners 
                    Contact  is Cathy Born 
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Attention all NHPC Members and Friends 
    All of the groups welcome you to attend or be a part of these 
activities and support the group projects.  

Coffee Serving Schedule - 2009 
 

  September - Outreach Committee 
  October - Evening Circle 
  November - Mary Circle 
  December - Deacons  

Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed 
    The next opportunity for 
NHPC members to 
participate in community 
mission will be here before 
you know it! Meals on 

Wheels volunteers are 
needed for the FIVE 
Fridays in October. See 
Margaret Lemen if you can 
help for one or more of the 
Fridays. 

Rummage and Bake Sale 

   The Mariners spent around $2000.00 for the following list of 
items purchased with the money earned at the Rummage and 
Bake Sale that Mariners sponsored in October, 2008 and May, 
2009. 
   Contributions to the following groups were made but these are 
over and above the church. 
   Mission giving: 

Boys & Girls Club of America    Camp Calvin Crest  
Habitat for Humanity    HELP Adult Services 
Interfaith Response    Meals on Wheels 
NHPC Coffee Fund    Phillips Cupboard 
Salvation Army    VODEC 
Western Trails Historic Center   

The Mariners also provided items for us with in the church: 
Purchased and Installed Ice Machine 
Purchased a Hand Truck, and a Drink dispenser 

Purchased kitchen items from Pampered Chef 
Adjustable Measuring Spoons, Classic Scraper x 2, 
Colander & Bowl Set, Easy Read Measuring Cups, 
Egg Slicer Plus, Pocket Thermometer for Meat and a  
Skinny Scraper 

They plan to also purchase a good set of kitchen knives.  

RUMMAGE and BAKE SALE 
 

Mariners will sponsor a Rummage and Bake Sale in October 
PLEASE SO NOT BRING ANYTHING TO THE CHURCH 

UNTIL THE WEEK OF THE SALE 
Save your good, clean, used clothing 

 Set-up September 30  Time 6:00pm to 9:00pm 
 Set-up October 1 Time 8:30am to 3:30pm 
 Sale     October 1 Time 4:00pm to 7:00pm 
 Sale     October 2 Time 8:30am to 2:00pm 
 Sale     October 3 Time 8:30am to 2:00pm 
 Clean-up and Pack-up  October 3 after 2:00pm 

Workers needed for all days and Baked Goods needed  
   Please contact if you can help 
      Lynn & Mary Alice Fehr 
          Phone 322-7913 or 
          e-Mail - Lmafehr@cox.net 
     Grant & Lois Nihsen 
          Phone 32-8028 or 
   e-Mail - Nihsen51526@yahoo.com 
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Presbyterian Homes Visits New Horizon 
     On May 28, Ed Lynn, Bob Stebbins, Ron Sealock, Rev. Paul 
Masters and Cal Parrott met with Mr. Dan Lindh, President of 
Presbyterian Homes and Services of Minneapolis, MN to review 
the relationship between New Horizon and Presbyterian Homes. 
The meeting can be summarized by the following points: 

¶ Presbyterian Homes remains interested in partnering with 

New Horizon to construct a new adult assisted living facility 
on the 15 acres located adjacent to New Horizon. 

¶ Presbyterian Homes desires to increase its presence in the 

corridor from Iowa City to Council Bluffs with additional 
assisted living facilities. Presbyterian Homes has 
relationships or owns assisted living facilities in Ankeny 
and Williamsburg, IA. 

¶ Presbyterian Homes wants NHPC as a partner even if we 

chose not contribute 50% of the equity. 

¶ The economical conditions in the US and world economy 

still are not conducive to borrowing the needed funds to 
proceed at this time.  Mr. Lindh is confident at some point 
this will change and the opportunity will present itself which 
will allow us to move ahead. 

   Mr. Lindh was very impressed with the design and quality of 
our new facility and he also commented on the colors and tones 
which were incorporated into the building. 
   An additional meeting September is planned with Mr. Lindh. 
We will continue to keep the congregation informed about new 
developments with the relationship with Presbyterian Homes. 

òLandscape and Buildings and Grounds  
     Committees at Workó 
    Various members of the Landscape Committee have been busy 
this spring and early summer. In April, a row of 17 white pines 
were planted on the back side of the church and several weeks 
later 6 maples were planted at two different locations on the 
church grounds. The maple trees were donated by members of 
the committee and purchased from the Trees Forever in April. 
    On June 13, the Landscape Committee held a work day at the 
church to add several new trees and bushes and also to replace 
those trees and bushes which died following the cold winter. 
Many of the trees had guarantees and were replaced by the 

supplier at no cost. Appreciation is expressed to all who assisted 
with this event. Special thanks to Zelda Gutha for the pictures and 
note of appreciation located on the bulletin board in the Narthex! 
Three pots located in front of the church were planted and also 
weeds were pulled and mulch applied to the plantings. Much was 

accomplished; thanks to all who participated! 
    Another work day is being planned in the future. 
    In addition to the Landscape Committee working to complete 
the landscape plan, the Buildings and Grounds Committee under 
the leadership of Elder Don Sachs has assumed the responsibility 
for mowing and trimming the grounds. Bryan Fauble has been 
doing most of the mowing using a new mower purchased this 
spring for the church. Thanks Bryan for your dedication to this 
important task! Other members of the Buildings and Grounds 
have assisted with the weekly trimming around the facility. 
    Both committees hope that you are enjoying the development 
of our landscape plan and the grounds. This is a major 
undertaking for volunteers to keep our grounds looking beautiful. 
Collectively, these committees are maintaining a 15 acre facility. 
Thanks for your great work and efforts!! 
    A new committee, the òPrayer Trail Committeeó is being 
formed with an initial meeting being planned on Wednesday 
September 9th at 5:00pm.  This group will be given the task of 
further development of a Prayer Trail around our church grounds. 
Come join the group. The initial trail has been planted south of 
the parking lot and is located within and around the prairie which 

has been planted on the 4-5 acres south of the parking lot. The 
Committee will be addressing such topics as whether we want to 
add benches and other items to make it an area of solitude to 
enjoy the outdoors? 
Landscape Committee: Donna Pritchard, Rollie Johnson, Janice 

Larsen, Rita Sealock, Mikki Sachs, Don Sachs, Doug Riggs, Julie 

Madsen (Chairperson), Don Fauble (Chairperson), Ron Sealock, 
Howard Shipley and Cal Parrott. 

Buildings and Grounds Committee: Mikki Sachs, Vickie Holder, 
Leota McManus, Bryan Fauble, Don Fauble, Mike Hoffman, 
Howard Shipley, Ron Sealock, Cal Parrott and Don Sachs 
(Chairperson). 

Choir Picnic Begins Fall Season 
    The musicians of New Horizon Presbyterian Church will begin 
the new season with a kick-off picnic on Wednesday, September 
9. The Chancel Choir, Chancel Bells, and the Praise Team are all 
invited, as well as anyone interested in becoming part of New 
Horizonõs music ministry. The picnic will begin at 6:30pm at the 
home of Howard & Mary Ann Shipley, 419 Cloverdale Dr., Council 
Bluffs. The main dish will be provided, but please bring a side 
dish or dessert to share. A brief Chancel Choir rehearsal will be 
held after dinner. Anyone interested in becoming a member of 
one of these music groups is most welcome to join and meet 
everyone at this get-together. 

Budget Worksheets Due 
    The Administration Committee distributed budget worksheets 

to the major committees of the church in order to receive feed-
back about budget needs for 2010. A reminder to all Committee 
chairs is that those worksheets need to be returned by Septem-
ber 1st so the Budget Committee can begin their work. Com-
pleted worksheets may be placed in Mindy Brewerõs box in the 
church office. 
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New Horizon Hosts RAGBRAI Teams  
By Steve Brewer 
    Council Bluffs was the setting for the first night of RAGBRAI 
on July 18, and New Horizon played a role in the festivities. 
    Our church hosted six teams that night, with our parking 
lot and Fellowship Hall full of riders. The teams were: 

Biking Conquistadors ð Bowling Green, Mo. 
Condo Club ð Lenexa, KS 
Eli Odyssey ð Newburgh, IN 
Must Have ð Atkins, IA 
Team Recycle ð St. Louis MO 
What the Heck ð Ridgeway, IA 

    Thanks to all of the church members who helped to 
prepare dinner and host the teams. This was a chance to 
show our hospitality to people visiting our community. 

Breakout Group Activities 
    On Monday, July 27, the junior and senior high youth group, 
Breakout, volunteered at Linda and Mindy Brewerõs daycare. The 
theme for the day was òA Day at the Beachó. The first activity was 
making a craft called Beach in a Jar. We used jelly jars, water, sand, 
starfish, a hot glue gun, food coloring, shells and rocks. We also 
used glitter. First, we took the jar and filled it half way full of sand. 
Then we put rocks, shells, and starfish on top of the sand. Next we 
filled the rest of the jar with water. Then we gave each child their 
choice of food coloring they wanted, and we also gave them the 
choice of glitter color. Finally, we hot glued the lids on the jars and 
shook them. With the jars done, it was time to go outside to play 
games. The first game we played was volleyball; the second game 
used beach towels and beach balls. The daycare kids were split into 
four teams. Each team was given a towel and a little beach ball. The 
object of the game was to try to keep the ball on the towel ð not as 
easy as it sounds. Finally, we played Simon Says. (The kids did very 

well). After much fresh air, we returned to the daycare center for 
snack time. 
    After our time ended at the center, the Breakout group went to 
McDonalds for lunch.  After lunch, we shopped at Hy-Vee to get the 
items we needed for Audrey and Jennõs Good Luck dinner which sent 
them off for their month-long trip to Utah for medical training. We 
went to Lynne Mastersõs house to prepare their dinner and make 
them gifts.  We enjoyed dinner at the church eating a menu which 
included chicken and beef enchiladas, fruit salad, and Spanish rice. 

For dessert, we had strawberry cheesecake and French silk pie. To 
add to our fun (and not necessarily theirs), we sent Audrey and Jenn 
on a treasure hunt for their gifts. We ended the day with a prayer 
and wished them luck in Utah. 
    On Sunday, August 9, Breakout participated in the Back to School 
service during the Praise service. Instead of Paul doing the reading, 
Breakout members were asked to do all the readings. There were 
also extra songs in the service. Travis and the band members played 
lots of wonderful songs. By the time the service was done, everyone 
who participated in this service had a fantastic time 
    Submitted by Morgan Montgomery on behalf of Breakout 

Land Sale Complete,  
   Street Lights to be Installed 
    New Horizonõs sale of land to the Council Bluffs Community 
Schools is now complete! The school, which is planned on the 
site which we have called Lot 5, will be the first new 
elementary school in the district in over 50 years. There was 
a brief delay in closing the sale due to some soil testing that 
needed to be completed, but as of this writing, the church 
has received the funds. 
    As directed by the Session, $50,000 will be kept in 
reserve to make upcoming mortgage payments, and the 
remaining $450,000 will be used to pay down the mortgage. 

The terms and rate for the current mortgage will remain the 
same, but the loan payments will be recalculated and should 
be reduced by about $3,000 a month.  
    While these funds will help to reduce our debt, it is 
important to keep in mind that we will still owe a payment of 
over $9,000 each month. That means that contributions to 
the mortgage reserve fund are still very much needed. If you 
are financially able, please consider making contributions on 
a regular basis.  
    With the school being built and other potential growth in 
the area, street lights must now be installed along Valley 
View Drive. Because we have sold off portions of our land for 
other use and we have input on how that sold land is used, 
New Horizon is considered by the city to be a òdeveloperó, 
therefore, the church must pay a portion of the cost to install 

the lights. The City of Council Bluffs has agreed to pay half of 
the cost, leaving New Horizonõs share to be between 
$25,000 and $30,000. Because this was an anticipated 
expense, money is available from the capital building fund to 
make this payment, so the general budget will not be 
impacted. 
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New Horizonõs Newest Members 

Gay Coombs      Bernice Heck     Katie Jobe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Kaye Shepard               Mark Shepard   

Elderõs of the Month:   

   A big Thank You to  

July        August           September 
  Donna Pritchard    Ron Pierce          Mike Kerns 

Deaconõs of the Month:   

   A big Thank You to: 

July      August         September 
  Cleo Croson       Tod Clapper          Joellyn Peters 

New Horizon Collects School Supplies  
for Bloomer and Washington 

Ellen and Morgan Jaco 

Kailey and Brianna Clapper 



Vacation Bible School Thank You 
     I would like to extend a HUGE thank you to everyone who 
helped with Vacation Bible School this year! Without the gen-
erous volunteers we have in our congregation, we would not 
have had nearly as successful an experience as we did. The 
children had a wonderful time and their faces showed it every 
night as they departed the church. Thanks also go to the 
Breakout youth group for helping with the lessons and the 
crafts.       Julie Hoffman 

    At the end of 
June, the kids and 
adults of the New 
Horizon family spent 
a fun week at òCamp 
E.D.G.E.ó This was 
our Vacation Bible 

School theme, which centered on camping and the idea that you 
can òExperience and Discover God Everywhere.ó Each night of 
the week focused on a òtrekó taken from a Bible story and the 
activities and lessons built on that premise. 
    The first night involved a trek to the Promised Land, where we 
learned about Godõs promise to keep the Israelites safe and 

guide them across the River Jordan. We did a science experiment 

where we parted floating powder with dish soap, and talked about 
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how even when we were afraid and uncertain; we can trust God 
to help us.  
    The second night, we took a trek to Bethlehem, where we 
learned about the Magi following Godõs star to guide them to 
Jesus. We played some blind fold games where we saw how hard 
it can be to follow when you arenõt sure where you are going, 
and we studied maps to see just how long and difficult the 
Magiõs journey was.  
    On the third night, we embarked on a trek to the Phariseeõs 
house, where we learned about Jesus attending a party and 
teaching those there that they should put otherõs needs before 
their own. We did a science experiment to see how hot water 
spreads food coloring around in cold water - and saw how we 

could spread Godõs love around the world. We also talked about 

how it can be hard to think of other people first, but that in the 

Vacation Bible School Activities 


