
good time. Everything we do by decorating serves to enhance 
worship and is an act of worship in itself. With that in mind, we will 
end the afternoon by hanging the Chrismons.  

Whew! Thereõs a lot going on in the life of New Horizon. 

There is a tendency to put our heads down when things get busy, 

to put one foot in front of the other and look for a grindstone on 
which to put our noses. In other words, we tend to focus on 
getting the job done to the exclusion of noticing Godõs blessings. 

Last weekend, Lewis Central High School hosted the state 

band championships. So, along with other band parents, I spent 
the morning and afternoon in an 

orange vest directing parking. The 
fellowship with the other parents 

was great. The sky was overcast 
with patches of blue peeking through, which after the last 
weekendõs snow, was good news indeed. The air was chilly, but 

not cold, with just a slight breeze. One could sense the kidõs 

excitement as they tumbled out of the school busses, gathered 
their gear and practiced their routines. All the while one could 
hear other marching bands play to the stadium crowd. Wave after 

wave of parents, grandparents and friends came to cheer their 
kids on. Lunch was chili, and Iõve got to tell you, nothing beats 

chili on a day like that. At one point I was suddenly aware that I 
was participating in a slice of Americana, a scene that was being 
replayed countless times across our country. At that moment 
there wasnõt any place else on the face of the earth Iõd rather be. I 
felt blessed - and that made everything even more fun. My prayer 

is that all of us would have that same sense of being blessed as 

we enter the often hectic holiday season.  

     See you in church!   Paul 
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Active Seasons Ahead 
     It is November already. I have often chucked at the notion 

that this is the òwind downó season of the year. Who is anyone 
kidding? It is anything but! Halloween is right around the corner, 

then after that, Thanksgiving, the final push for Christmas 

shopping and Christmas and New Year celebrations. If anything, 
November is the opening month for the Holiday season. And 
that is just the secular calendar! 
     Halloween falls on Saturday this year. The good news for the 

kids is that this is also the weekend for Daylight Savings Time- 
and they will have an extra hour to stay up. The next day is All 

Saints Day. Many of us when we hear the word òsaintsó think of 
the Roman Catholic Tradition that honors some of those who 
have gone on before us. We understand the word saint to 

include all Christians; past, present and future. For us, the 
phrase communion of the saints points us to heaven and the 

relationships we will enjoy there. The Medieval church had a 
name for this - the Church Triumphant. On Earth, we are the 

Church Militant, engaged in the struggle 
between Good and Evil. In Heaven we are 

the Church Triumphant, celebrating all of 
Godõs blessings together. All Saints Day 
reminds us that Godõs promises are not 

limited to our time on earth, but extend into 
all eternity. 
     Because our lives have eternal trajectories, our choices and 

priorities matter. In that context, we are dedicating all the 
pledges that have been received along with the pledges that 

come in that day. We will meet for worship and dedication at 
10:00am, for a combined service with a potluck afterwards. 
Then, the following Saturday (November 7) we will be working at 
Habitat for Humanity, for our ministry is in no way limited to our 
campus. 

Thanksgiving is on the November 26th this 
year. On the Wednesday night before, we will 
be hosting the Ministerial Associationõs 
community Thanksgiving Communion Service.  

The next Sunday, November 29, is the First 
Sunday of Advent. We will gather at 3:00pm 
that afternoon in order to decorate the church and to have a 
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November 1 is Stewardship Sunday 
     There will be one Worship 
Service at 10:00am dedicating 
our 2010 pledges for General 
Expenses and the Mortgage Fund.   
     This will be followed by an all 
member Potluck Dinner. Please 
bring a dish to share at this event 

also. 
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Small Group Meetings in November 
Circles ð AMõers ð Thu. Nov 12, 10:00am @ NHPC 

 Zelda Gutha will lead Bible Study on Lesson 8 

  and 9.  Bring items for Phoenix House and to 
  send to our military people.  Plans for the  
  Mitten Tree will be discussed   

  Contacts are Vicki Holder & Zelda Gutha 
Evening ð Mon. Nov 16, 7:30pm @ 195 Keeline Dr. 

   Hostess Margaret Lemen, Linda Sheeran will 
  the Bible Study 

  Contacts are Ellen Jaco & Jan Christensen 

Mary ð   Thu. Nov 19, 9:30am @ 1600 Skyline Dr. 
 Hostess is Cathy Born. Bible Study is Lesson 9 
 Contact is Joyce Zach 
Sarah ð  Thu. Nov 12, 12:30pm, @ NHPC   

  Contacts are Doris Ratekin & Sheri Wallace 
Crafts ð Sat, Nov 21, 9:30am Contact is Vicki Holder 
JOFI ð TBA          Contact is Cleo Croson 
Mariners ð Thu. Nov 19, 6:30pm, @ NHPC for a Potluck Supper 
  Program is IWCC Voice Music  Department 

  New Fall Set, directed by Arla Clausen 
  Contact is Grant & Lois Nihsen 
Monday Morning Prayer Team ð Every Mon.  @ NHPC 

  Prayer 7:00am - Breakfast Study 7:45am 
  Everyone is welcome to attend 

Movie Group ð Date, Movie & Time - TBA  

  Contact is Cleo Croson 
Prayer Shawl  ð Mon. Nov 9, 4:00pm to 7:00pm, @ NHPC 
       Tue. Nov 24, 4:00pm to 7:00pm, @ NHPC 

         Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 
Scrapbooking ð Sat. Nov 14, 9:30am @ 701 Parkwild Dr.   

  Mary Alice Fehrõs  Contact is Mary Alice Fehr 
Solitaires ð  Fri. Date & Time to TBA @ CB Country Club 
Stephen Ministry ð Thu, Nov 5, 7:00pm @ NHPC 

Womenõs Ministry Coord. Team ð Thu. Nov 5, 10:00am @ NHPC 
Womenõs Ministry Gathering ð Thu. Nov 5, 9:00Am @ NHPC 
    Fellowship Hall, we will be sewing Christmas 
 Stockings for Prison Ministry.  We also will be  

 collecting Slim Jim meat sticks (original, regular size 
 and Goldfish Cheddar Cheese Crackers (1.0 to 1.5 
 oz size) to be put in the Stockings. The Sarah Circle 
 will serve a light lunch.    Contact  is Cathy Born 

Attention all NHPC Members and Friends 
    All of the groups welcome you to attend or be a part of these 
activities and support the group projects.  

Coffee Serving Schedule - 2009 
  November - Mary Circle 

  December - Deacons  

October Session Highlights  
     The Session welcomed three new members to the New 

Horizon Family.  Jan Letner, Dan Peterson and Martha Peterson 
were all approved to become members of the church.  
     The Memorial and Endowment committee has approved a 
request from the music department to purchase new choir 
robes. The Session approved the amount of $7,140 to be used 

for the purchase of 40 robes for the vocal and bell choirs.  

     The treasurerõs report was received, with a highlight noting 

that during the month of September, the mortgage reserve fund 
took in over $16,000 in donations; A big THANK YOU to the 
congregation for making this effort!!!! 
     The Stewardship committee reported that 49 pledges have 

been received for the 2010 operating budget and mortgage 
fund. All pledges taken will be ceremonially received at the all-

church service on November 1.  
     The Facilities Use committee requested approval to modify 
their current guidelines to allow them more flexibility when 

considering applications for building use. The Session approved 
this measure.  

     The Nominating committee presented the names of those 
they are putting forward as candidates for Session and Deacon 

members. Candidates for Elders; Nancy Hetrick, Bob Knox, 
Mindy Brewer, Sindy Kafka, Bob Karcher. Candidates for 
Deacons; Vicki Holder, Ellen Jaco, Jeff Sagert, Marilyn Heitman.  

BOOKS TO READ 
Books are available to read 

on the top shelf in the Hearth Room  

òThe Will of Godó 1 copy 
òThe Shackó 2 copies 

The Beginning of Advent 
     November is the month of Thanksgiving, 
but it often also includes the beginning of a 
new church year. This year, November 29 
is the first Sunday of Advent. The season of 

Advent is about Jesus, the Word, òcoming.ó 
Itõs about anticipating and preparing for Christõs arrival. 
     God comes to us in many and various ways. He speaks to us 

through the prophets and saints. He comes and speaks to us 
when we are listening. He comes in the beauty and mysteries of 
nature. Most of all, God comes in the person of Christ, speaking 
to his listeners face to face.  
     òThe Christian story is a story of God coming into the middle 

of life, of our lives, opening the dialogue with us.ó 
     Thatõs what Advent is really all about: God visiting the earth 
in person to speak with anyone and everyone who is ready to do 

so. 
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Itõs Mitten Tree Time Again 
     The Mitten Tree will be put up around 

November 21, and will remain in the 

Narthex until December 14. This will allow 
time for the delivery of these knitted items 
to the local schools before Christmas 
break. 
     Handmade or purchased garments 

may be placed on or under the tree. The 
donated items can be hats, mittens, 
gloves, and scarves. 

Children Christmas Program  
     The Children's Christmas Program is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 13.  There will be a luncheon immediately following the 
11:00am service, and the program will begin at 1:00pm.  Please 
stay tuned for more information next month! 

All Church Women Invited to Lunch 
     Evening Circle will meet for a Luncheon at Ruby Tuesdayõs at 

11:30am on Saturday December 5.  All ladies of the church are 
invited.  Call Ellen Jaco with reservation at 712-328-0903 

Habitat for Humanity  
    Work Day in November 
     It is not too late to sign up for the Habitat 

for Humanity work day. Volunteers from the 
New Horizon family will be gathering on 
November 7th to take part in this great local 
outreach opportunity. Donõt miss out on a 
chance to have fun and get your hands dirty! 

SIGN UP NOW FOR THE WORKDAY NOW! 
November 7 - 8:30am to 2:30pm 

Work for a portion or all day--No experience needed 
Meet at 645 9th Ave (Habitat Office) for your assignment 

NOON LUNCH PROVIDED 
     Sign up sheet in Narthex or see Howard Shipley or Margaret 
Lemen. 

Adult Bible Study Group 
     The next Adult Bible study 
group meeting will be held 

Friday, November 6th, from 
6:30pm to 8:30pm in the Hearth 

Room. Please join us for 
questions and discussions on 
the Bible and Christian living, as well as fellowship.  Child care will 

be available in the nursery.  

Someone You Ought To Know 
     New Horizon Presbyterian Church has a member who is 

one of the award winning bakers, canners, and food 
preparation participants each August at 
the Iowa State Fair. 
     Illeen Wallace has entered dozens of 
food exhibits over the years.  Every year 

she will have her name listed multiple 
times for winning numerous blue and 
purple ribbons. In August, 2009, she 
received 21 awards. Anyone who is 
interested in foods should have a 

conversation with Illeen. 
     Some foods she has exhibited include meat, both domestic 

and wild; breads; desserts; jams; jellies; preserves and 
cookies are among her award winning entries. 

Hanging of the Greens Festival  
     Join us for a special Hanging of 
the Greens festival at New 
Horizons.   We'll meet in the 

fellowship hall on Sunday, 
November 29 at 3:00pm and start 

decorating the church - the more 
people we have the quicker it'll go. 
     Afterwards we'll break bread 

together with a light meal of soup 
and sandwiches.  We'll end the afternoon in the 

sanctuary with a brief 15 minute service. 
     Everyone is invited to be a part of this all church 

celebration, children, adults, families, singles, young and old, 
we need all of your help to prepare the church for this holy 
season.  We'll also have some crafts for those who want to 

attend but aren't quite as mobile as they used to be.  
     It's a great way to celebrate the start of the season 

especially if you were out of town for Thanksgiving and missed 
church in the morning.  See you then! 
      Other Holiday Dates to remember are: 

 Choir Christmas Cantata  - December 20th 
  Christmas Eve Service - December 24th  

Prayer Shawl Ministry Update 
     As of October 12,  there are 418 prayer shawls in service. 
The most recent prayer shawl was given for the Baptism of 
Laker Scott Lee on Sunday 

October 18. He is the 
grandson of Monica and 
Bob Henderson and great 

g randson o f  Mary 
Henderson.  
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November Elder of the Month:  
  Julie Hoffman 
     Julieõs focus is the Fellowship 
Committee. She also is a member of 

the FYI team and helps coordinate 
the Wednesday Night Kids Club. Julie 

reminds everyone that all small 
groups are open to anyone, all you 
have to do is come! 

Session Members and their Responsibility  
Mindy Brewer Administration brewms@aol.com 

Glenda Doupe Mission Gowithglenda@aol.com 

Julie Hoffman Fellowship marjuliowa@msn.com 

Roger Kay Christian Education Rrkay1@cox.net 

Teena Kern Task Force Teena94@msn.com 

Mike Kerns Stewardship Mike4765@cox.net 

Jean Marshall Memorial & Endowment Jeanmarshall789@msn.com 

Ron Pierce Administration ronaldppierce@yahoo.com 

Donna Pritchard Personnel Dj.pritch@cox.net 

Don Sachs Buildings & Grounds hijkj@cox.net 

Kelly Shoff Worship klshoff@hearst.com 

Rummage Sale  
    Thank You Note 
     We would like to thank everyone 
who helped at the New Horizon 
Presbyterian Church Rummage Sale 
by:     
         Putting out the merchandise 

Working during the sale 
Donating baked goods  
Helping pack up after the sale 
Donating items for the sale 
Purchasing items from the sale 

     Because of each of you we had a 
wonderful sale. We received 
$2,400.00 from the sale and 110 
boxes were taken to the Goodwill; 
Care and Share received coats, 
sweaters and other items all delivered 
by Grant Nihsen. Leota McManus 
donated a Hot Tea Maker and Lois 
and Grant Nihsen donated a Crock Pot 
with a timer to the church kitchen. 
Drawings (from names of all workers) 
for prizes were won by Janice Larsen, 
Connie Rich and Sandy Goecker. 
 Mary Alice and Lynn Fehr 
 Lois and Grant Nihsen 

November Deacon of the Month:  
  Pauline Larsen 
    Pauline is co-moderator of the 
Deacons and liaison to the prayer 
shawl ministry which has provided 

over 400 shawls. She really enjoys 
knitting prayer shawls and receiving 

the positive feedback from the shawl 
recipients. 


