
bewildered wonder at the angel Gabrielõs announcement to Mary 
that she will be the mother of the One Who Was Promised.  
     But for us the promise does not end at the cry of the 

Christmas babe. Nor does the story end with Christõs resurrection 

on Easter or on his ascension into heaven. For Advent also refers 

to the promise of Christõs return and the 
culmination of Godõs plans for our world. 
In a very real way, we are living in the in-
between time, the era between First and 

Second Coming of Jesus. Advent really 
isnõt about counting down to Christmas at all. It is that time when 

we recount Godõs promises; note how God made good on those 
promises; and look forward with expectation and confidence to the 

future. When we remember what God has done for us, our hearts 
and moved to thanksgiving and our souls are moved to worship. 
Then and only then are we prepared to celebrate Christmas.  

     I donõt know if there is really a support group for holidays. I 

grin as I imagine Lincoln and Washington birthdays complaining 
that they are now Presidentõs day or Valentineõs Day bemoaning 
the fact that many believe she was invented by Hallmark. If there 

was such a group, I know that Advent can hold his head high - for 
until Christ comes again, Advent is a season that we will never 

stop celebrating. 
     May God bless you this holiday season. May the warmth of 
your loved ones make light work of the winter chill. And may Godõs 
promises, those same promises that lead us forward, sustain us 
throughout the year.    See you in church! Paul 
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Meaning of the Advent Season 
     There is a diet Dr. Pepper commercial making the rounds, 

you probably have seen it. We are introduced to the òI Existó 
support group. We see Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, a 

Leprechaun, Bigfoot, a Space Alien and a Fairy. Santa is 

bemoaning the fact that òyou go down the chimney, stuff the 
stockings, over and over againó- at which point he is interrupted 
by a new voice who says òpeople still donõt believeéó The voice 
belongs to what looks to be a Dr Pepper delivery driver. Santa 

turns to the Dr Pepper guy and says, òYou want people to 
believe that there is a satisfying diet drink?ó When our hero 

nods yes, the entire group breaks out in laughter as Santa sums 
up the group consensus, òGood luck on that one!ó (If you 
havenõt seen the commercial, check it out on YouTube. 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLLRA33eicU 
     I often think of Advent in those kinds of terms. Among 

holidays, Advent gets no respect. For most practical purposes 
we rush through it, as if it served only as a countdown to 

Christmas. But Christmas is as dependent upon Advent as any 
promise is dependent upon the expectation of its fulfillment- for 

Advent is all about expectation. 
     From the very beginning, God makes promises to His people. 
Noah is promised deliverance, Abraham is promised a family; 

Moses is promised freedom. But all of those promises pale in 
comparison to the promise of restoration and redemption. In the 
darkest days after the destruction of their city, their Temple, 

their entire country, the people cried out in lament, òHow long, 
O Lord, how long must we suffer?ó To that primal cry, the 

prophet Isaiah answers with Godõs promise of a Messiah. For a 
child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority 
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. Isaiah 9: 
6-7 
     So, in Advent, we relive those days of despair and hope. We 
thrill with anticipation the appearance of John the Baptist who 
announces that the Messiah will soon come. We react with 
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Choir Cantata Celebrates Season 
     The Advent season always brings lots of special music to New 
Horizon, and this year is no different.  
The Chancel Choir will be presenting a 
Christmas Cantata called òThe Winter 

Roseó at both the 8:00am and 11:00am 
services on Sunday, December 20th. 
    The cantata is a mix of music and narration which uses songs 
and scripture to tell the story of Jesusõ birth.  The Chancel Bell 
Choir will also be presenting special Christmas music at these ser-
vices.  We invite everyone to attend one of these services and join 
in this very special celebration of the Advent season.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLLRA33eicU


Small Group Meetings in December 
Circles ð AMõers ð Thu. Dec 10, 11:00am @ CB Country Club 

 Personal items will be collected for Phoenix  

  House Contacts are Vicki Holder & Zelda Gutha 
Evening ð Sat. Dec 5, 11:30am @ Ruby Tuesday. 

   Contacts are Ellen Jaco & Jan Christensen 

Mary ð   Thu. Dec 17, 11:30am @ CB Country Club 
 Contact is Joyce Zach 
Sarah ð  Thu. Dec 10, 12:30pm, @ NHPC   
  Contacts are Doris Ratekin & Sheri Wallace 

JOFI ð TBA          Contact is Cleo Croson 

Mariners ð Thu. Dec 17, 6:30pm, @ NHPC for a Potluck Supper 
  Program by Alice Gerard and her son Ron the
  magician.  All church members are invited  
  Contacts are Grant & Lois Nihsen 
Monday Morning Prayer Team ð Every Mon.  @ NHPC 

  Prayer 7:00am - Breakfast Study 7:45am 

  Everyone is welcome to attend 
Movie Group ð Date, Movie & Time - TBA  
  Contact is Cleo Croson 
Prayer Shawl  ð Mon. Dec 14, 4:00pm to 7:00pm, @ NHPC 
         Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 

Solitaires ð  Fri. Date & Time to TBA @ CB Country Club 
Womenõs Ministry Coord. Team ð Thu. Dec 3, 10:00am @ NHPC 
Womenõs Ministry Gathering ð Thu. Dec 3, 12:00pm @ NHPC 

    Ladies from Shelby Presbyterian Church will provide 

 the program called "Perfect Harmony". Everyone is 
 invited to come and enjoy these talented ladies.
 Contact  is Cathy Born 

Attention all NHPC Members and Friends 
    All of the groups welcome you to attend or be a part of these 
activities and support the group projects.  

November Session Highlights  
     The session voted to approve Greg and Francoise Mathis as 
new members of the New Horizon family. Two people were 

removed from the church rolls, and six families were moved to 
the inactive list.  

     The treasurerõs report was received, noting that while pledge 
giving was down from what had been anticipated, non-pledge 
giving has exceeded expectations. An additional $3700 was 

given to the mortgage reserve fund during the month of 

October.  

     Results from the stewardship campaign were presented. As 
of November 18, 124 pledges have been received from the 

congregation out of a possible 210 pledging units. Thus far, 
$210,587 has been pledged to the general fund for 2010, 
which is 71.5% of the goal. The mortgage fund received pledges 

of $93,925 for 2010, which is 78.1% of the goal. It was 
determined that no cuts to the budget will be made until 

January, with hopes that more funds will be pledged.  
     The session is considering offering a financial management 
class for the congregation titled, òFinancial Peace University.ó It 

is a Bible-based program that educates people on money 

management. The Mission and Stewardship committees will be 
working to determine if there is interest in the congregation, 
before making the $300 purchase of the materials.  

     Session members discussed their current committee 
assignments and shared challenges and successes from the 

past year. 
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Cookie Needs 
     There will be a heavy demand for cookies and sweets until 
the end of the year. Advent typically means larger numbers of 

members and visitors in attendance, so any extra goodies are 
appreciated.  

If schools are closed due to weather  
we probably will not be meeting.   

If any questions please call the contact person listed above. 

Joint Meeting for Elders and Deacons 
     The Session and Deacons will be 
having a joint meeting on Thursday, 

December 10. The two groups will 
join for a potluck at 6:00pm, to be 
followed by a brief joint meeting. 
They will then disperse to hold their 
normal monthly meeting. All 
current, outgoing and incoming 
Elders and Deacons are encouraged to attend. Please bring a 
dish to share and participate in this important annual event.  

NHPC Picture Directory 
     The insert in this newsletter gives 

information about a new venture being 
undertaken for New Horizon. 

     Lifetouch, along with the Directory 
Committee, is in the process of putting together an album of 
pictures and portraits representing our church. 
     Please read the front of pamphlet for general information 
about the process.  On the reverse you will find a list of times 

available for portrait sittings.  Also are instructions of how to 
make your appointment on-line through our church web 
site:  www.newhorizonpc.org. 
     Members, non-members, relatives and friends are invited to 
have their pictures taken. 

     Any questions, contact Linda Sheeran or Sondra Dorsett. 
    Linda Sheeran  

http://www.newhorizonpc.org


Women's Mission Projects For Year 2009 
      The Women's Circles all choose their own mission projects for 
the year. Most of the projects involve fulfilling local needs. The 
2009 projects were: 
      AMer's ð Collected underwear and socks for preschool and 

kindergarten students at Lewis and Clark School; they sponsor 
the Mitten Tree and in December they will collect paper products 
and personal needs items for the Phoenix House. 

     Evening ð A collection of items for the Phoenix House took 
place at every meeting. 

     Mary ð Participated in various food drives; collected items for 
Children's Square and contribute wherever there is a need. 

     Sarah ð Collected clothing items to donate to the preschool at 
Longfellow and contribute to other causes as needed. 
     All PW Members worked on sewing Christmas stockings for the 

Prison Ministry; gathered food items for the stockings; cooked 
COM Dinners; and gathered books, games, puzzles and school 

supplies to be donated to the Boys and Girls Club.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry Update 
      As of November 9, there are 428 prayer shawls in service. 

Thank you to all who work so hard on these prayer shawls. 
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Itõs Mitten Tree Time Again 
     The Mitten Tree is up! It will remain in the 

Narthex until December 14, 2009. This will 

allow time for the delivery of these knitted items 
to the local schools before Christmas break. 
     Handmade or purchased garments may be 
placed on or under the tree. The donated items 
can be hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves. 

Celebration of Life Choir 
       òSeason of Hopeó 
Saturday  December 5 at 5:30pm 
 

               Everyone Welcome 

Lunch For The Ladies 
     Evening Circle will meet for a Luncheon at Ruby Tuesday's at 
11:30am on Saturday, December 5. Call Ellen Jaco with 
reservations at 328-0903. 
     AMer's Circle will meet for a Luncheon at CB Country Club at 
11:00am on Thursday, December 10. Call Vicki Holder with 

reservations at 322-7239. 
     Mary Circle will meet for a Luncheon at CB Country Club at 
11:30am on Thursday, December 17. Call Joyce Zach with 
reservations at 323-5762. 
     All ladies of the church are invited and you do not need to be 
a member of any circle to attend but please make a reservation. 

Gift from Buena Vista University 
     Buena Vista University made a generous gift of three Bur Oak 
trees to New Horizon Presbyterian Church in October. The oaks 

were planted at the southeast corner of the current parking lot 
next to the prairie grass.  
     The recently established Prayer Trail Committee agreed that 

this was an appropriate location to serve as the trail head for 
the prayer trail. The Bur Oak was chosen as the variety of tree to 
be planted because the association of this tree to the prairies of 
Iowa. The grove of oak trees will provide an excellent location to 
add a bench and other markers to designate the trail head of 

our prayer trail.  
     The prayer trail will be dedicated in the spring and at that 
time Mr. Rick McFayden, the Buena Vista University administrator 
will be invited for the dedication. 

     Thank you to Buena Vista University for this gift to our 
campus.    Cal Parrott 

New Horizon Youth Christmas Pageant  
     On Sunday, December 13 at 
1:00pm the youth of New Horizon will 

present, òA Stable Fit for a King.ó  This 
musical Christmas pageant follows the 

actions of some children who must 
clean their fatherõs stable - not 
knowing it will become the birthplace of the Savior.  The show 

will feature youths of all ages from the New Horizon family who 

have been working hard the past several weeks to rehearse and 
prepare this fun look at the Christmas story.   
     Immediately following the 11:00am service on December 13, 

a light lunch will be offered in the Fellowship Hall.  Sandwiches, 
chips and beverages will be provided, but feel free to bring a 

dessert to share if you wish.  After lunch, the program will 
commence. Plan on joining us for what promises to be fun! 

Come One, Come All on Christmas Eve! 
     Come early on Christmas Eve between 6:00pm and 6:45pm 
for a time of gathering and family fellowship. There will be hot 
chocolate and cookies. If you have a favorite Christmas goodie, 

cookie or candy, please bring some to share at the gathering. 
We look forward to an opportunity to renew Christmas ties with 

t h e  g r o w n  c h i l d r e n , 
grandchildren, family and friends 
of New Horizon. 
     Then at 7:00pm, the New 
Horizon family will celebrate 

Christmas in the sanctuary with a 
Christmas Eve service for all ages 
which will close with the 

traditional candle lighting and the singing of òSilent Night.ó 



Presbyterian Homes Meeting 
     On October 28, Ed Lynn, Bob Stebbins, Ron Sealock, Rev. 
Paul Masters, Jim Campbell and Cal Parrott met with Mr. Dan 

Lindh, President of Presbyterian Homes and Services of 
Minneapolis, MN, plus two additional gentlemen, Scott Black 
and Ken Hodge.  

     The meeting can be summarized by the following points: 
      Economic conditions continue to create problems for  

potential construction projects. 
Current building activity in Council Bluffs plus the sale 

of land by New Horizon to the Council Bluffs 

Community Schools were discussed. 
Presbyterian Homes will be conducting an 
additional market feasibility study for Council Bluffs 
in the fourth quarter of 2009. 

The economic value of the 17 acres being held by 
New Horizon for the potential project with 
Presbyterian Homes was reviewed. 

     There will be many legal issues for New Horizon to consider 
as we move ahead with our relationship with Presbyterian 

Homes so Jim Campbell joined this and subsequent meetings. 
     An additional meeting will be scheduled with Presbyterian 
Homes prior to the end of 2009. 
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Someone You Ought To Know 
     There is a story to tell about the new banners that were 
displayed in the Sanctuary on November 15, 2009. Two quilters in 

the congregation started a project of making stain glass-effect 
banners, but never finished them. 
     Several months ago, a discussion started on hanging banners 

in the church. Gwen Bogardus and Agnes Spera remembered their 
unfinished projects. Those banners were finished earlier this fall 
and now the ladies are looking for the appropriate materials to 
make the remaining banners in the series.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

     The Hope and the Peace banners have been shown to the 
congregation already.  
     Please thank Gwen Bogardus and Agnes Spera for their work 

when you see them.  

Things To Be Thankful For 
     Alaina Mae Rich was born November 16 at 1:54pm. She 
weighed 8lb. 2oz. and was 20 inches long. Parents are Bobby 

and Connie Rich, and big brother is Anthony Rich. 

December Deacon of the Month:  
  Jim Larsen 
     Jim says that the Deacons are working on 
getting cards to all our college students and 
members of the military. If you know some one 
who might be missed, please let the Deacons 
know. The Deacons have also been contacting 
members we havenõt seen for a couple of 
months. Jim serves on the Administration Committee, has been 
a Deacon several times, and enjoys the opportunities. 

December Elder of the Month:  
  Kelly Shoff 
     Kelly serves on the Worship Committee which 
overseers anything that happens in the 
sanctuary. Kelly says that she never realized 

how involved the worship committee is. She also 
says that we have the most amazing staff of 
dedicated, hard-working people involved in all the many 
aspects of worship at New Horizon!  

Stephen Ministry 
     Stephen Ministry is a one to one caring ministry available to 

any member of the congregation experiencing all kinds of life 
needs and circumstances such as: 

1. The stress of loneliness      2. Separation/divorce 

3. Relocation             4. Grief 
5. Chemical dependency         6. Facing hospitalization 

7. Serious illness/disability     8. Unemployment 
9. Anticipating birth          10. Caring for a family member 
11. Someone to pray with     12. A listening friend 

      Stephen Ministers undergo a training program to qualify as a 
Minister, are bound by confidentiality and undergo monthly 
supervision in order to provide quality care. 

     If you would like to have a Minister speak with you, please 

contact: Pastor Paul Masters at 323-7129,  

        Ellen Jaco                Lois Nihsen              Jeff Sagert 
        328-0903               322-8028               566-3327    

     
 
 

 
  
 

 
         Yours through Christ,       Stephen Ministry Leaders 




