
we talk a lot about making connections. Making connections with 

people in the church; making connections with people in our 
community; and together experiencing the connections Jesus makes 
with His people. Sometimes it feels like we always have to do 

something. And when that happens, church life feels forced, dull 
and even a bit cramped.  

When that happens, we need to 

experience again what the Psalmist calls òthe 
joy of salvationó  (Psalm 51). Itõs that joy, 
mingled with relief, which we experienced 

when we think of what could have happened. 
When I asked Dottie, with just a tinge of 

desperation in my voice, òTell me you backed 

everything upó and she turned to me and said, òOf course!ó I 

experienced the joy of salvation.  When we imagine our lives without 
our loved ones, without our friends, without our church family; when 

we contemplate how arid and dry our lives might have been and are 
then bowled over by the gift they are to our lives - we too 

experience the joy of our salvation. When we say thank you, in 
whatever form that may take - we reinforce those connections. 
Sometimes making connections isnõt about initiating relationships; 

itõs about celebrating the ones we already have. 
This month Lent begins. We will join with other Presbyterians 

at Westminster Presbyterian to commemorate Ash Wednesday. 
Normally we think of Lent as a time of reflection and penitence. This 

year, letõs use this time to reflect on what might have been; on the 
bullet we have dodged courtesy of Jesus Christ. Letõs remember - 
and experience together the joy of our salvation. 

      See you in church!    Paul 
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Mission Statement 
 

New Horizon Presbyterian Church  

Strives to know Christ and share Godõs love. 

The Joy of Salvation  
     The other day Dottie Young, our financial 

secretary, called to me from her office asking 
me to look at something. Now, not being a 

financial wizard and being the closest thing we 

have to a tech guy on staff (and not that close 
at that), I knew that this probably was not 
good news. Her computer had frozen and 
when we rebooted we got an error message: 

AMI BIOS HAS FAILED TO LOAD. The BIOS system is the Basic Input 
Output System, the gatekeeper of the computer. òOh, this canõt be 

good,ó I thought.  To make a long story short, after long 
conversations with the Dell Computer tech person, Dell sent 
someone to replace the motherboard and hard drive. In other 

words, we have essentially a new computer. 
But what of the data that was on the old hard drive? Thank 

God that Dottie is as faithful and diligent as she is. She always 
backs up the data. So we were able reconstruct all of our financial 

records. The saying is sure, òBackup early and often.ó But it got 
me thinking, and not just about the last time I backed up my 

computer at home either. We (at least our financial data) were 
saved by the grace of God and a flash drive. How often do we 
experience these previews of salvation? 

Salvation, at its most basic level is all about restoration. We 
sin, we turn our backs on God and Godõs will for how we live our 
lives. The consequences are often disastrous to a varying degree. 

We experience isolation and alienation. We long to be restored. And 
presto! Once we have apologized, once we have confessed what 

we have done, the doors are opened for reconciliation. The 
Psalmist says in Psalm 32 that when he kept silent about his sin he 
wasted away; but when he confessed his transgressions his guilt 
was removed and he experienced the Most High as his hiding place 
in times of trouble. That is what reconciliation looks like, that is 

what salvation feels like. Whether it be computer hard drives, our 
relationships with other people, or our relationship with Jesus 
Christ, we seem to be always in need of restoration. 

February is the month our culture celebrates romance. 
(Thank you, Hallmark!) We make dinner reservations,  bring home 
flowers, perhaps even buy small gifts to let those in our lives know 
how much we value them being in our lives. Here at New Horizon, 

Annual Meeting on January 31 
     New Horizon held its annual congregational meeting on Sunday, 
January 31 after an all-church worship service. The denomination 
requires all Presbyterian churches to hold an annual meeting for 
the purposes of reviewing and conducting church business.  

     At this meeting, each of the Session committees reported on 
their work of the past year, pastoral compensation was reviewed, 
and the budget for 2010 was presented to the congregation.  

     After the meeting was concluded, a potluck was held in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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Small Group Meetings in February 
Circles ð AMõers ð Thu. Feb 11, 10:00am @ NHPC Hearth Room 

 Hostess - Zelda Gutha  Bible Study - Vicki Holder  

 Contact is Vicki Holder  
Evening ð Mon. Feb 15, 7:30pm @ 402 Ferndale 
  Hostess - Lynne Masters  

  Bible Study - Mary Ann Shipley 
   Contacts are Ellen Jaco & Jan Christensen 

Mary ð   Thu. Feb 25, 9:30am @ NHPC Hearth Room 
 Hostess - Ruth Miller & Regina Johnson 
 Bible Study - Mary Alice Fehr 

 Contact is Joyce Zach 
Sarah ð  Thu. Feb 11, 12:30pm, @ NHPC Hearth Room  
  Contacts are Doris Ratekin & Sheri Wallace 

Crafts ð Sat. Feb 20, 9:30am @ NHPC Sunday School Room 

  Project - Valentine Wall Hanging 
  Contact is Vicki Holder  

Mariners ð Thu. Feb 18, 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall 
  Contacts are Grant & Lois Nihsen 
Movie Group ð Date, Movie & Time - TBA  

  Contact is Margaret Lemen  
Prayer Shawl  ð Mon. Feb 8, 4:00-7:00pm, @ NHPC Office Area 

       Tue. Feb 23, 4:00-7:00pm, @ NHPC Office Area 
         Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 
Scrapbooking ð Sat. Feb 13, 9:30am @ Fehrõs 701 Parkwild Dr 

  Contact is Mary Alice Fehr  

Solitaires ð  Fri. Feb 26 12:00pm @ CB Country Club 
Stephenõs Ministry ð Thu. Feb 11, 7:00pm @ NHPC Hearth Rm 
  Contacts are Jeff Sagert & Lois Nihsen  

Womenõs Ministry Coord. Team ð Thu. Feb 4, 10:00am @ NHPC 
  Contact  is Cathy Born 

Womenõs Ministry Gathering ð Thu. Feb 4, 12:00pm Fellowship Hall 
     Contact  is Cathy Born 

January Session Highlights  
     The treasurerõs report was presented by Dave Selene. An 
overview of the churchõs finances was given so that incoming 

session members could be brought up to speed. End of the year 
reports were reviewed - for 2009, the churchõs income, including 
mortgage contributions, was $392,499. Total expenses for the 

year were $414,316. 
     Dave informed the session that he would be stepping down 
from the position of New Horizon treasurer, effective February 1, 
due to increased travel demands for his job. The session thanked 
Dave for his expertise and service, and will be seeking someone to 

fill the position of treasurer.  
     The session approved the budget for 2010. Total expenses for 
2010 are anticipated to be $414,183. At this time, we are still 
$47,111 short in our anticipated income for the year. Spending for 

the year will need to be monitored carefully so that we do not 
exceed our financial means.  

     The Administration Committee shared that this spring, the 
church is set to receive approximately $25,000 from the estate of 
Eileen Wallace. The session approved a measure stating that the 

funds should be placed into the Endowment Account, and divided 
up equally over five years for use in funding a Youth Director 

position.  
     A plan has been developed by the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee and the Interiors Committee to hang the new banners 

made by members of the congregation on the pillars in the 

sanctuary.  
     A discussion was had about the need to develop a plan to get 
the New Horizon family out into the community and involved in 

mission and service work. The newly developed òCommunications 
Committeeó will play a role in helping to encourage connections 

within the community and within our congregation.  
     An Elder Training retreat will be held on Saturday, February 6, 
from 10:00am - 1:00pm. The purpose of the retreat will be to 

integrate new elders into the session and to discuss and develop 
goals for the church for 2010. 
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If schools are closed due to weather  we probably  
will not be meeting.  If any questions please call  

the contact person listed above. 
ññññññññññññññðñññññññññ-ñññññññ 

Attention all NHPC Members and Friends 
    All of the groups welcome you to attend or be a part of these 

activities and support the group projects.  

Soup Supper 
      Westminster Presbyterian Church, 517 
South 32nd Street, will be holding a soup 
supper on Saturday, February 13, from 
5:00pm - 7:00pm. The cost is $5.00 (in 
advance) for adults. Tickets at the door are 
$6.00 and $3.00 for kids 12 and under. Refills on soup are $1.00. 

New Horizon Menõs Group 
     The Menõs group is going to experiment with a new and 

different meeting format from February thru May. We are going to 
meet during a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday morning the third 
or fourth week of the month. The meeting will begin at 6:45am and 
end at 8:00am. Different speakers or programs are planned for 

each meeting. The objective is to try a new approach. Fellowship 
and food will be present at each meeting. If you have a preference 
for the day or week, please contact Howard Shipley or Cal Parrott. 

 ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

      The Menõs group will be attending the February 19 Iowa 

Western CC menõs game starting at 7:00pm. Please watch the 
Narthex for a signup sheet in the next several weeks. Any 

questions, contact Cal Parrott. 



Coffee Serving Schedule  - 2010 
 February - Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 March - Memorial & Endowment and Mission Committees 

 April - Mariners     
 May - Worship Committee 

 June - Vocal and Bell Choirs    
 July - Christian Ed Committee 

 August - Deacons 
 September - Stewardship and Buildings  
        & Grounds Committees 

 October - Evening Circle    
 November - Mary Circle 
 December ð AMõers Circle  

What is the òPer Capitaó 
 and why are we asked to pay it? 
     Each year, along with your offering envelopes, you receive an 
envelope designated for the churchõs òper capita.ó This year, the 

amount each member is asked to pay for their per capita is 
$28.75. Perhaps you just write the check, unsure of where the 
money is going, or you donõt pay it at all, perhaps assuming that 
your pledge will cover it. Either way, it is important to understand 
what the per capita is, and why it is important that members pay it.  

     So, what is the òper capita?ó According to the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) website, òPer capita is a set amount of money 
(apportionment) per member that congregations pay to the larger 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Said another way, it is a Presbyterian 

Covenant Community Fund ñ part of the glue that holds 

Presbyterians together.ó  
     The per capita amount requested from a congregation is a 

combined total of requests from that congregationõs presbytery, 

the synod in which the presbytery is located and the General 
Assembly ñ based on their respective budgets for the coming 
year(s). 

     Example: Congregation A is asked by Presbytery A to pay a 
total of $30 per member. That amount breaks down 

as follows: 
Presbytery Aõs per capita rate is $19 per member  
Synod Aõs per capita rate is $5 per member  

General Assemblyõs per capita rate is $6 per member  

     The money collected through the per capita goes to support 
missions, programs and administration both locally and nationally. 
It has been said that per capita apportionment is like a utility bill. 

Just as we pay for heat, light, water, and telephone in order to 
remain connected to the utility systems and benefit from the 

services provided, we also pay per capita so that the Presbyterian 
system can function on behalf of all of us.  
     The money that you pledge as your offering to New Horizon 

goes to support our churchõs individual operating budget. The 
money that you pay for your per capita goes to support the 
Presbyterian Church as a whole. Any funds that are not supplied 

by members paying their own individual per capita must come out 

of New Horizonõs operating budget.  

     The New Horizon Session asks that all members who are 
financially able pay their own per capita apportionment. You will be 
joining with Presbyterians from all over the nation to support our 
denomination and help us all do the work we are called by God to 
do. 

 
 

Are you or a friend experiencing a difficult situation in your life? 
      New Horizon has specially trained Stephen Ministers who 
provide one-to-one Christian care. We are ready to come 
alongside you, your friends, neighbors, coworkers, relatives 
or ANYONE who might need our free, confidential and helpful 

comfort, support and fellowship for as long as we are needed. 

     Perhaps you are just depressed with the current weather 

conditions or have a question, give us a call: 
  - Jeff Sagert  566-3327  
  - Ellen Jaco 328-0903 
  - Lois Nihsen 322-8028 or  

  - Pastor Paul Masters 323-7129. 

PRAYER SHAWL REPORT 
January 11, 2010 

Total number of prayer shawls is 445. 
12 new prayer shawls blessed. 
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New Horizon has created a new  
      Interior Design Committee. 
     Cathy Born chairs the committee which was created to 
address decorating the church. 
     The committee will help decide where to hang art work, 
how to decorate the church during Easter and advent and 

handle any other decorating or interior design questions that 
pop up during the year.   
     If this sounds like something you might be interested in, 
contact Cathy Born (cfborn@gmail.com) and let her know 
you want to be on the committee.   
     The best thing about this committee is it only meets when 

needed.  So itõs a great way to get involved without a huge 

time commitment. 

mailto:cfborn@gmail.com
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Hygiene Kits for Haiti 
     In response to the tragic earthquake in 

Haiti, the New Horizon family completed a 
hands-on service project to help the 
survivors. In support of Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, we made hygiene kits that will be 

used in their mission work in Haiti. The kits 
contain basics like towels, soap, and 
toothbrushes, but to the victims of a disaster, 
these items are vital in helping to avoid 
disease and promote health.  

     On January 17, the congregation was 
asked to donate funds to help purchase items 
for the kits. As always, our church family was 

very generous. We raised $539 in just four 
hours! In addition to money, several people 
also donated kit items. On Wednesday, 

January 20, 12 kids (along with some adult 
helpers) assembled 110 kits. The kids worked 

quickly and diligently and had the job done in 
no time.  

     A box of assorted items that were left over 

was donated to Phillipõs Cupboard. They are a 
local charity which distributes household and 

personal items to people in need in the 
Council Bluffs area. The remaining funds were 

combined with some additional donations 
made by the congregation for Haiti relief, and 

a check for $200 was sent to Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance on behalf of New Horizon.  
     Thank you to everyone who donated 

money and toiletries for this project. It was a 
great hands-on experience for the kids, and a 
great show of Christian devotion and 

generosity by the New Horizon family. 


