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Easter 
     This issue of the Highlights is coming out early 
because Palm Sunday is the last Sunday in March, 
which means Maundy Thursday is April 1 and Easter 

Sunday is April 4. So if this Highlights came out at the 

normal time, we would miss Easter. 

     Miss Easter? Can you imagine that? I canõt. Easter is easily the 
most important celebration in the church, even more important than 
Christmas! Christmas celebrates God choosing to become human for 
our sakes. Good Friday recognizes that this same baby was obedient 

to Godõs plan, even though that plan led to the cross. We forget 
sometimes that if the story ended there, all that we would have is a 

collection of ethical and theological teachings of a First Century 
itinerant rabbi from Galilee. In our rush to jump from the Triumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem to the discovery of the Empty Tomb, we 

sometimes forget to put ourselves in the shoes of the disciples the 
day after the Crucifixion. Was everything they believed and hoped for a 

lie? The Psalmist and the Prophets had described what righteousness 
looked like, and Jesus fit the bill to a tee. Jesus had declared that the 

Kingdom of God was at hand and was just about to break through to 
our world and that He was the unique Son of God. Could it be that it 
was all for naught?  

     The answer came on that first Easter. The Tomb was empty and 
Christ was seen to be alive, even to the point that they were invited to 

touch His wounds. Their faith was vindicated. God was not defeated. In 
fact, the very symbol of Jesusõ defeat, the cross is now transformed 

into the symbol of his greatest triumph, victory over sin and death.  

     This is why we celebrate the events of Holy Week, the Triumphal 
Entry, the Last Supper, the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, and 

Good Friday. Celebrate is the wrong word, for that word celebrate 
conjures up images of parties and laughter. No, during Holy Week we 
put ourselves in the shoes of the first disciples. We allow ourselves to 
ride the rollercoaster of expectation and disappointment and wonder 
that they did. On Maundy Thursday, we will gather to celebrate the 

Last Supper. Part of that service will be a drama which invites us to 
reflect on what it must have been like on the Saturday before Easter 
Sunday- the day in which all seemed lost, except for the promises of 
God. 
     Of course, standing on this side of the Resurrection, we know how 
the story ends. We know that Jesus was raised on the third day. We 
know that He appeared to the disciples and that they were 

transformed into those that God would use to change the world. 
That is the beauty of Easter, for that story is still ongoing. Like 
the disciples, there are times when we feel almost overwhelmed 
by the challenges at hand. Like those disciples, the only thing we 

have to guide us is Godõs Word and our experience of Jesus 

Christ. And often, when things seem darkest, God comes through 

in ways we never would have imagined. 
     Easter is at the center of the Christian Gospel. No 

Resurrection = No Christianity. But we do not look only to the 
past; the early disciplesõ story mirrors our own experience. While 

we may have not mistaken Jesus for the gardener outside the 
Tomb like Mary did; we can all count the times when Jesus made 
himself known to us in ways we did not expect. While we may not 

have cowered in the Upper Room behind locked doors like the 
disciples, Jesus has repeatedly demonstrated to us that no 

locked door, no obstacle that we can erect is enough to prevent 
Him from calling us to ministry. I particularly relate to Peter and 

John racing to see if the Tomb was as empty as Mary said it was. 
John got there first, but stopped outside afraid of what he might 

find inside, while Peter barreled right by him. Both of them, when 
they stepped inside saw linen wrappings lying discarded and 

knew that Jesus was raised from the dead and that Godõs plans 
were not in vain. Peter wasnõt kidding when he later wrote that 
the resurrection resulted in a new birth into a living hopeé.and 
into an inheritance that is imperishable. (1 Peter 1:3-4) 
     The Psalmist and the Prophets knew what they were talking 
about. Godõs promises are sure. Jesus did not die in vain, for in 
leaping from the grave He demonstrated once and for all that 

Death does not trump Life. The disciples may have hid behind 

closed doors all though that terrible Saturday, but on Easter 

Sunday all their fears melted away. For we know what the 
disciples finally figured out, that Godõs promises are sure and 
that God has plans for us. 
     When all is said and done, Easter is about the churchõs 
experience of New Life. Celebrate may be the wrong word for 

Holy Week, but it is the perfect word for Easter Sunday. Come 
and join us for breakfast that the Youth Group and Menõs Group 
are providing! Come and sing with us as we are led by our Choir 

and Praise Band! Let us trumpet this day with Brass and Bells! 

Let us declare together Godõs faithfulness! Miss Easter? No way!  
See you in church!     Paul  



Supper Club 
     New Horizon will be holding its first òSupper Clubó on Saturday, 
March 27. This is an opportunity for food and fellowship in a 

memberõs home. Each attendee is asked to bring a dish to share 
for this casual and fun dining experience. We hope to make this a 
regular event, so if you are interested in attending or hosting in the 

future, please contact Kelly Shoff.  

Small Group Meetings in April 
Circles ð AMõers ð Thu. Apr 8, 10:00am @ NHPC Hearth Room 

 Bible Study - Zelda Gutha & Cleo Croson 

   Contact is Vicki Holder  
Evening ð Mon. Apr 19, 7:30pm @ 145 Zenith Dr. 
  Hostess - Miriam Miller  

  Bible Study - Janet Christensen 
   Contacts are Ellen Jaco & Jan Christensen 

Mary ð   Thu. Apr 22, 9:30am @ NHPC Hearth Room 
 Hostess - Sondra Dorsett  
 Contact is Joyce Zach 

Sarah ð  Thu. Apr 8, 12:30pm, @ NHPC Hearth Room  
  Contacts are Doris Ratekin & Sheri Wallace 

Crafts ð Sat. Apr 17, 9:30am @ NHPC Sunday School Room 
  Project - Sewing KitñSmall fee for supplies 

  Reservations are needed 
  Contact is Vicki Holder  
Mariners ð Thu. Apr 15, 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall 

  Contacts are Grant & Lois Nihsen 
Menõs Breakfast Club ð Thu. Apr 22, 6:45am in Fellowship Hall 

  Contact is Cal Parrott 
Movie Group ð Date, Movie & Time - TBA  

  Contact is Margaret Lemen  
Prayer Shawl  ð Mon. Apr 12, 4:00-7:00pm, @ NHPC Office Area 
       Tue. Apr 27, 4:00-7:00pm, @ NHPC Office Area 

         Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 
Scrapbooking ð Sat. Apr 10, 9:30am @ Fehrõs 701 Parkwild Dr 

  Contact is Mary Alice Fehr  
Solitaires ð  Fri. Apr 30 12:00pm @ CB Country Club 

Stephenõs Ministry ð Thu. Apr 8, 7:00pm @ NHPC Hearth Rm 
  First meeting of the Loss Support Group 

  Contacts are Jeff Sagert & Lois Nihsen  
Womenõs Ministry Coord. Team ð Thu. Apr 1, 10:00am @ NHPC 
  Hearth Room  Contact  is Cathy Born 

Womenõs Ministry Gathering ð Thu. Apr 1, 12:00pm @ NHPC  
  Fellowship Hall     HostessñAMõers Circle 

  Program - is Ted E. Bear Hollow 
  Contact  is Cathy Born 

Attention all NHPC Members and Friends 
    All of the groups welcome you to attend or be a part of these 

activities and support the group projects. 
    What if everyone joined one new group? 

Coffee Serving Schedule  - 2010 
 April - Mariners     
 May - Worship Committee 
 June - Vocal and Bell Choirs 
 July - Christian Ed Committee 
     The Parish Nurses suggest that you supply some healthy 
snacks for those who can not have cookies and other sweets.  

Crafting 
     Come and have some fun doing some simple craft projects. 
Reservations are needed. Call Vicki Holder @ 322-7239 to make 
your reservation. There will be a small fee for needed supplies. We 
plan to make a unique sewing kit on April 17 at 9:30am. 

Maundy Thursday Drama 
     New Horizon will hold a special evening service on Maundy 
Thursday, April 1, at 7:00pm. Volunteers from the church family will 
be presenting, òIn Remembrance of Me,ó which is a series of 

dramatic monologues. Each section will tell the story of Jesusõ last 

days from each different characterõs perspective. Please plan to 
attend this moving service where communion will be served.  

Music Celebrates Palm Sunday & Easter 
     Palm Sunday and Easter always provide opportunities for our 

sanctuary to be filled with joyous music, and this year is no 
different. On Palm Sunday, March 28, the chancel choir and bell 
choir will participate in both the 8:00am and 11:00am services. 

Each service will begin with a traditional palm-waving processional 

and feature special vocal and bell pieces, as well as favorite hymns. 

     The chancel choir will also participate at the 8:00am and 
11:00am services on Easter Sunday, April 4. Several songs will 

feature a brass ensemble, including traditional Easter hymns and 
anthems. During this special season, we encourage you to invite 
family and friends to attend one of these services and help us make 

a joyful noise to the Lord.  

Vacation Bible School  
     Summer is fast approaching and it is now time to start thinking 

and planning vacation bible school. We have purchased two 
different curricula for VBS and are asking for help with choosing 

which one to keep and use for the summer. We are also looking for 
a team to help run vacation bible school. If you are interested in 

being on the team for VBS, teaching, or just helping out with VBS, 
please contact me, Sindy Kafka, at 712-314-1121 or 
sindiroo@yahoo.com.  
     Thank you!   Sindy Kafka, Christian Ed Elder 

Deacon Summary 
     The Deacons met on March 3 in the office work room.  All mem-
bers who were present gave their particular assignment reports.  

Assignments for the year were reviewed.  Jeff Sagert gave a detailed 
report on the Stephen Ministry. 
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Synod School  
     Synod School will be held at Storm Lake on the campus of 
Buena Vista University, July 25-30. The inspiring and entertaining 

Rodger Nishioka will be the convocation speaker. What a week it 
should be!! Once again the class selection looks fun, and inspiring. 
    There will be several òcraftó classesñbasketweaving, prayer 

shawl, silk screening, stained glass and more. There will be several 
classes on Bible studiesñOld and New Testament and Bible 
poetry. There will be classes on leadership and Niebuhr, parenting 
and music, spirituality and cake decorating! If you have any 
questions about Synod School, ask several who have attended this 

amazing experience: Teena Kern, Jan Pellant, Vickie Holder, Ellen 
Jaco, Sharon Bemis, Zelda and Ernie Guthañwe would all tell you 
it is a fantastic week!!  

Communion Team 
      Our team is currently composed of: 

       Grant & Lois Nihsen as coordinators, Jeff & Sue Sagert, Sandy 
       Goecker, Jack & Jo Dryden, Murleen Reelfs and Sandy Larsen.  
     We alternate preparing the elements on Saturday prior to 

communion services and any special dateõs when communion is 
served, make sure alterations are made prior to each service and 
clean and store trays, etc. If helping with this essential task might 
be of interest to you - we would welcome more team members. 

Contact Lois Nihsen (322-8028).  

Prayer Shawl Report 
as of March 8, 2010 

Total number of prayer shawls is 469 
14 new prayer shawls blessed this past month 

1 mini shawl was given for a baptism 

Calvin Crest Summer Camp 
     òSummer is just around the corner.  Now is the time to make 
plans to send your child to summer camp.  With camps and 
activities for all ages, Calvin Crest is an ideal place for your child to 
experience a Christ-centered residential camp experience filled 
with fun games, meaningful interaction with campers and caring 
staff, and unique opportunities to try new things.  For more 
information, please check out our website at www.calvincrest.org 
or contact the camp office at (402) 628-6455.  We look forward 
to sharing the joys of Calvin Crest with you and your child.ó  
     Blessings,   Craig Huffman  Executive Director 
      Calvin Crest Camp, Conference and Retreat Center 

Earth Day Event 
     Calvin Crest Camp is planning an Earth Day Event Saturday, 

April 24 beginning at 9:00am.  There are a few trees to be planted 
and other projects to do around the camp.  More details will 

follow.  See Zelda Gutha to sign up for this work day. 

Session Highlights for March, 2010 
     The session voted to approve eleven new members to our church 
congregation. You can see their names and photos in the May issue 

of the Horizon Highlights. They will be officially welcomed in to the 
church family on Palm Sunday.  
     Interim treasurer Bob Stebbins reviewed the churchõs financial 

reports. Total contributions for the month of February were 
$21,411.25 and general expenses were $22,363.35. It was noted 
that mortgage pledges were down significantly from the previous 
month, with $2,270 being collected in February. Due to the extreme 
weather this winter, we have already spent most of our $3000 snow 

removal budget for 2010.  
     The Administration Committee reported that members of the 
church will be meeting with Presbyterian Homes representatives on 
March 31. The $25,000 from the Wallace estate is expected to be 

received by the church by the beginning of April. (The session voted 
last month to earmark those funds to be used for a youth leader.) 
     Rev. Paul Masters reported that the youth confirmation class will 

be brought before the session on April 15 and to the congregation on 
April 25 for final confirmation.  

     The Communications Committee has arranged for LifeTouch to 
print new brochures about the church. These are being provided for 
free as part of our church directory package. Work continues on 

updating the churchõs website with more detailed and current 
information about church groups and activities.  

     The Worship Committee reported that worship attendance numbers 

were up during February. The New Horizon youth, with the help of the 

menõs fellowship group, will be serving breakfast from 7:30am and 
10:30am on Easter Sunday. 

     The Christian Education Committee reported that Vacation Bible 
School will be held from July 11-15. Volunteers are needed to help 

plan and staff VBS, as well as in all areas of Christian Ed.  
     The Stewardship Committee reported that they have ordered the 
curriculum kit for the Dave Ramsey òFinancial Peaceó classes that will 
be offered later this year. The classes will be offered to the 

congregation, as well as people from the community. 
     The Personnel Committee reported that they are still looking for 
candidates for the position of youth leader. They will continue to 
advertise through Presbytery publications, but will look at other 

avenues to publicize the job.  
     The session voted to approve the wedding of Brent Ott and Kim 
Gregory, which will be held at New Horizon on September 11, 2010. 

The session also voted to approve vacation days for Rev. Masters 
from April 16-21.  

     Good Fridayé appears to be a misnomer. It seems 

inconsistent that the day of Christõs crucifixion should in any way be 
described as ògood.ó But that seeming inconsistency vanishes when 

we understand that the ancient meaning of good was òholy.ó The 
word holy is entirely consistent with the suffering and cross that Christ 

endured for us. Hence, Good Friday is also known as Holy Friday. 
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Mission Opportunities 
     New Horizon will be delivering Meals on Wheels each of the five 
Fridays in April. To volunteer, contact Margaret Lemen. 

    A work day will be held at Calvin Crest on April 24 at 9:00am. 
Contact Zelda Gutha for more information.  
     During May, New Horizon will partner with Habitat for Humanity 

for some special events. Check your upcoming bulletins and May 
Horizon Highlights for more information. 
     Warmer weather marks the beginning of gardening season. If you 
would like to help out with New Horizonõs community garden, contact 
Glenda Doupe.  

     Help fill Easter baskets for boys at Childrenõs Square. Check the 
list of needed items posted in the Narthex and bring these items to 
church by Palm Sunday.  

 
      A great portion of our lives is spent working diligently to 

acquire things important to us - a spouse, children, friends, a 
home, a job (money), and many more. When we lose any of these 
- we grieve, panic, fill with anger and resentment, and even feel 
guilty. These feelings are as natural as breathing. 
      We as Stephen Ministers are ready to host a Loss Support 

Group at New Horizon. Our first attempt is scheduled for 
Thursday, April 8, at 7:00pm in the Hearth room. It is being made 

open to the public, anyone grieving loss of any nature.  
     Contacts are Jeff Sagert 566-3327, Ellen Jaco 328-0903, Lois 
Nihsen 322-8028 and Paul Masters 323-7129. 
     We pray for your support as we begin this new endeavor and 

encourage you to attend if you share any of these losses. 

Breakout Group Progressive Dinner 
     On Sunday, February 28, the Breakout Youth Group gathered 
at the church for a progressive dinner and scavenger hunt. Each 

young person was given a list of some items that had been hid-
den at each home and they were to find the items and note on 

their paper where the items was located. The Clapper Family 

hosted us for appetizers. Next, the Brewer Family hosted us for 

salad and main dish. Glenda Doupe hosted us for desert. We then 
began to practice for the 9:00am worship that we participated in 

on March 21. Everyone had a wonderful time. Thank you to our 
host families and drivers. 

Presbyterian Women in the Synod of 

Lakes and Prairies 
òThe Wonders of Godõs Promisesó 

Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, Iowa 
June 16-19, 2010 

Full information of this event is on the Bulletin Board in the Narthex. 
Registration due May 15, 2010. 

Scholarships are available through PW in the Presbytery  
and also NHPC PW. 

PW Gathering 
     On March 4, nearly thirty women gathered 

for a noon lunch served by the Sarah Circle.   
     The speaker for the day was Cindy 

Angeroth from Iowa School for the Deaf.  She 
told of the overall scope of the ISD services, 

which includes the state-wide dissemination of 
information to parents of hearing impaired 
children, the history of ISD and the campus 

services for infants to young adults.   The 
ladies of New Horizon enjoyed the fact that she signed as she spoke 

and was very outgoing.   Next monthõs program will be Ted E. Bear 

Hollow.  Hostesses will be the AMõers Circle. 
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Deacon of the Month  
     Ellen Jaco is the Deacon of the 
month for April. One of Ellenõs 
responsibilities is the New Parent 
Outreachñwhenever we have 
new parents in the congregation 

she is the one to notify so that she 
may welcome the new member with a gift basket from 
New Horizon. Ellen enjoys participating in a caring 

ministry of the church. 

Baptism 
     Ryann Elizabeth Watts 
was born on August 5, 

2008. Andy and Kerri 
Watts are her parents 

and Mathew and Brady 
are her brothers. Ryann 
was baptized on Sunday, 
March 7, 2010. Vicki 
Holder presented her 

with a Prayer Shawl from 
the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry.  

Mariners 
  The Mariners met 

Thursday, March 18 enjoying 
a "super supper" at 6:30pm 
followed with our business 
meeting. In last monthõs 
Highlights, it was stated that 

all officers remained the 
same. Sorry, we need to 
correct that - this yearõs First Mates are Jeff and Sue Sagert. 
     We discussed the Spring Rummage Sale to be held Thursday, 
April 29; Friday, April 30 and Saturday May 1. Your item donations 

can be brought to the Fellowship Hall beginning Sunday, April 25. 
The sale schedule is on Page 8. 

      If you must deliver your items during hours that the office is 
closed, you will need to call Grant and Lois Nihsen (322-8028) to 
make arrangements for getting the church open for you. 
     We enjoyed the rest of the evening playing Bingo, with winners 

picking from a gift-table. 
     Our next meeting is Thursday, April 15 with the meal served at 

6:30pm. Program will be 
announced. We invite you 
to join us for this special 

time of fun and fellowship. 
Guests - please RSVP to 

Lois Nihsen by Monday, 

April 12 to ensure we have 

plenty of food.   

Scrapbooking 
     Come join Mary 
Alice Fehr, Vicki 
Holder, Connie Rich, 

Marcia & Morgan 
Montgomery for 

scrapbooking on the 
2nd Saturday of each 
month at the Fehr 

home at 701 Parkwild 
Dr. Mary Alice and Vicki are working on the New Horizon Scrap-

books. The rest are doing scrapbooking of their personal pictures. 

We do have fun. Call Mary Alice @ 322-7913 to let her know that 

you are coming. 

Elder of the Month  
    Elder for the month of April is Don Sachs; Don serves on the 
nine member Buildings and Grounds Committee. That group is 
working on upkeep of the facility---making sure that things are in 
working order. Hopefully they are finished with the snow and ice 
removal and can now focus on keeping the plants alive and well! 

Don also serves on the Facility Use Committee with four others. 
That committee is charged with receiving and approving applications for facility use 
and determining charges for those activities in accordance with policy set by the 

Session. Don says itõs a little like home, thereõs always something that needs doing! 
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new names and addresses and as new members are pictured in 
the Horizon Highlights, you can cut the picture out and tape it into 
the book. 

     Sondra and I have done our very best to see that there are no 
errors. Because people move, change phone number or email ad-

dresses, there are bound to be some mistakes. If you find one, 
please let the office know so that it can be corrected. 
     Thanks to each of you who participated. We hope you enjoy 
your new NHPC church directory. 

  Linda Sheeran, Sondra Dorsett & Doris Green 

 Church Directories   

     Hopefully, in late April, we will receive our church directories. 

The directories will be labeled with names of those who had their 
picture taken and they will be on the table in the narthex. If you 

didnõt have your pictures taken and would like a directory, you may 
get one from the church office. The extra directories are on a òfirst-
come, first-getó basis. Please only one directory per family unit. 

     We hope to have enough directories left that when we get new 
members, we will be able to provide them with a means to identify 

our members. There will be space in the back of the book to add 


