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The Future of New Horizon 
Over July 3-10, the General Assembly of 

the Presbyterian Church USA will be meeting 
in Minneapolis. Delegates from 173 

presbyteries will gather and prayerfully 

consider the business of the denomination in 

the United States. If you imagine an 
ecclesiastical version of the US Senate, you 
have a pretty good picture. There will be the 
perennial hot-button issues to debate: the 

ordination of sexually active gays and lesbians; whether or not to 
divest from Israel; overtures on everything from Afghanistan to 

extending HIV medications to those serving in prison. Additionally, 
commissioners will be considering rewriting our Book of Order, part of 
the construction that keeps our congregations connected to one 

another. Every two years we gather, and yet this time around I am 
sensing something different. There is the nagging feeling that what we 

have done in the past is just not working. 
Last week, our current Moderator, Bruce Reyes-Chow (a great 

guy by the way, we were in small groups together in seminary) 
reflecting on the meetings that resulted in yet another cut in 
denominational office staff wrote: As I was sitting through this meeting 
and have been mulling this over, I am again bolstered in my belief that 
we are in a time of transition like we have never known. At levels of 
society from civic groups to churches to government, it does not take 
a bunch of studies for us to know that if we are going to truly thrive 
into the future, the ways in which we engage the world and one 
another have got to change.  

While it would be easy for any of us to think that 
our particular institutions are in a unique situation when it comes to 
how "we do business", I have sat in too many meetings where the 
same exact responses occur. Be they community groups, churches or 
local government, we cling to the mindset of "if we just do what we do 
better or more efficiently" it will all be okay. I just don't believe it will. 
Technical fixes no longer adequately address the rapidly changing 
ways we engage the world, but we have yet to figure out what to do. 
Tinkering and restructuring a system that has lost cultural relevance 
only leads to a constant cycle of failure, despair and loss of influence. 
Our time is sucked up by reacting to the traumas that are caused by 
cultural shifts around us instead of being out in front of social trends 
in a way that we can the inform the evolution of culture. We need to 

be doing more of the shaping rather than always feeling like we 
are being shaped against our will. 

First, what we must do is ask ourselves soul searching 
questions about our very existence. What would happen if we 
simply let things go? And I am not talking about letting go in 
some metaphorical or ethereal sense, but really letting go. Let 
go of the security of our structures, the confines of our finances 
and the stifling nature of wanting to survive. What is the worst 
that can happen? The worst thing that could happen is that we 
discover - or realize - that for the most part, we would not be 
missedé. No longer being fueled by our own delusions 
of grandeur, the best thing that could happen is that we are 
given permission to focus all of our energy and expertise 
towards discovering what may be, rather than propping up and 
dressing up what was.  

Bruce is saying publicly what many of us have been saying 
privately; that the way forward will entail our letting go of our 

institutional approach to corporate ministry. One of the things 
that we are going to have to let go of is the notion that 

significant ministry happens without intimate congregational 
involvement. For a tradition that is historically anti-institutional 

and anti-clerical, we have built a wonderful institution, one that 
is crumbling for lack of congregational support. For example, Iõd 
bet next yearõs book budget that the vast majority of the 

members of any church that I have served canõt interpret the 
function and role of our synods. The ministry which is not 
understood is a ministry that is not valued. A ministry that is not 
valued is a ministry that is just waiting to die on the vine. For far 

too long we have assumed that when one joins the PC(USA) one 

is buying into all of our structures. In reality, no one joins the PC

(USA), they join their local Presbyterian church in which they 
have found a home and an environment in which to grow and 
express their faith. 

We need to own our fear in reimagining the PC(USA). All of 
our offices, all of our judicatories evolved out of a particular 

context. Given the centrifugal force toward decentralization that 
is affecting all of our society, clearly we need to modify our 
structures away from a hierarchal centralized schema. Will we 

allow ourselves to imagine a greater number of smaller 

presbyteries, organized along theological or cultural lines that    
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are not led by an executive presbyter? In an age of mass 
communication technology, do we really need presbytery offices and 

staff? Can the functions of synod execs and presbytery execs be 

conflated; with each executive presbyter responsible for 3-4 
presbyteries? Could GA moderators serve for 4 years? Can we let go 
of our desire to modify the Book of Order to force those who 
disagree with us to do what we want them to do?  

While it is obvious that the structure of the denomination is 

under enormous pressure to change, we must also recognize that 
this sort of dislocation often results in a lot of stress. Change does 
not ask our permission and is almost always disorienting. So the first 
thing we are going to do is not panic. There are always voices in the 
denomination that warn of some dire consequences if this, that or 

the other passes. We will continue to affirm that God is in charge as 

we resist the temptation to get caught up in denominational politics. 
The second thing we are going to do to weather these stormy 

times is remain connectional. We will maintain the relationships with 
our sister and other area churches. Part of resisting denominational 
politics is refusing to fall into an òus and themó mentality.  

The third thing we are going to do is to stay the course as we 
build up New Horizon Presbyterian Church. We will continue to find 
new ways to connect with one another in small groups. We will 

continue to look for local mission opportunities. We will continue to 

build relationships with other community organizations. We will 

continue to develop new leadership. We will continue to consider 
each other Godõs gift to us - for God has truly given us each other to 

love, worship and to engage in ministry in His name. We may not 
achieve all of our goals overnight, but with Godõs help our success is 

guaranteed.  
General Assemblies come and General Assemblies go. If one 

bought into the rhetoric that surrounds General Assemblies, one 

would either believe that we are teetering on the edge of the world 
or on the verge of a tremendous breakthrough. If you believe in 

either extreme, I have a bright, shiny bridge that I can sell you for 
cheap. The bottom line is that Jesus Christ is in charge, no amount 
of institutional evolution is going to change that. So let us place the 

future in His hands and continue to fulfill His will for our lives. 
See you in church! 

Small Group Meetings in June 
Circles ð AMõers ð Thu. Jun 10, 9:30am in NHPC Fellowship Hall 

 Project - Make Fleece Blankets for Phoenix House 

 Lunch - Cellar 19    Contact is Vicki Holder  
Evening ð Sat Jun 5, 12:00pm at Sam & Louieõs New York 
  Pizzeria - 1851 Madison Ave 

  Call Ellen Jaco if you are coming 
  Contacts are Ellen Jaco & Jan Christensen 
Mary ð   Thu. Jun 24, 9:30am in NHPC Hearth Room 
 Hostess - Judy Anderson & Janice Larsen  
 Contact is Joyce Zach 

Sarah ð  Thu. Jun 10, 12:30pm, in NHPC Hearth Room  
  Contacts are Doris Ratekin & Sheri Wallace 

Crafts ð None This Month 
  Contact is Vicki Holder  
Loss Support Grp ð Thu Jun 24, 7:00pm in NHPC Hearth Room 
  Contacts are Jeff Sagert, Lois Nihsen, Ellen Jaco  
  & Mary Alice Fehr 

Mariners ð Thu. Jun 17, 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall 
  Contacts are Grant & Lois Nihsen 
Menõs Breakfast Club ð Thu. Jun 24, 6:45am in Fellowship Hall 
  Contact is Cal Parrott 
Movie Group ð Date, Movie & Time - TBA  
  Contact is Margaret Lemen  
Prayer Shawl  ð Mon. Jun 14, 4:00-7:00pm, in NHPC Office Area 

       Tue. Jun 22, 4:00-7:00pm, in NHPC Office Area 

         Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 
Scrapbooking ð None This Month 
  Contact is Mary Alice Fehr  

Solitaires ð  Fri. Jun 25 12:00pm at CB Country Club 
Stephenõs Ministry ð Thu. Jun 10, 7:00pm in NHPC Hearth Room 

  Contacts are Jeff Sagert & Lois Nihsen  
Womenõs Ministry Coord. Team ð None This Month 
  Hearth Room  Contact  is Cathy Born 

Womenõs Ministry Gathering ð Thu. Jun 3, 12:00pm at Westminster 
  Presbyterian Church, 517S 32nd St 

Attention all NHPC Members and Friends 
    All of the groups welcome you to attend or be a part of these 

activities and support the group projects. 
    What if everyone joined one new group? 

Coffee Serving Schedule  - 2010 
 June - Vocal and Bell Choirs 
 July - Christian Ed Committee 
  August - Deacons 
 September - Stewardship and Buildings  
        & Grounds Committees  
    The Parish Nurses suggest that you supply some healthy snacks 
for those who can not have cookies and other sweets.

Paul  
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New Horizon Celebrates CB   
     New Horizon provided a table at the Childrenõs Activity Fair 
following the Celebrate CB parade on May 15. At the fair, held in 
Bayliss Park, kids from the community could get their faces painted, 
play games and make crafts. At New Horizonõs table, kids made 

pinwheels and got a free bottle of bubbles. We made about 75 
pinwheels and handed out 130 bubble bottles, each with a flyer 
about Vacation Bible School and general information about the 

church. It was a great opportunity to reach out to the families of the 
community and provide a free and fun activity for the kids.  



Session Highlights for May, 2010 

     The treasurerõs report was submitted by Bob Stebbins. Total 
contributions to the general and mortgage funds for the month of 

April were $25,967.40 and total expenses for the month of April 
were $30,604.21. Contributions to the mortgage fund are 
consistently falling short and money is being taken from the 

general fund to make up the difference each month.  
     Kelly Shoff of the Communications Committee has established a 
Facebook page for New Horizon. It features information about 
activities and photos of the church. The page will be a good way 
for members to stay informed and also to publicize the church to 

nonmembers. To become a fan of the church, simply search for 
New Horizon Presbyterian Church and at the top of our page, you 
can click the icon òLIKEó and you will be connected with us. 
     The Christian Education committee is continuing to work on the 

planning of Vacation Bible School, which will be held July 11-15. 
Volunteers are still needed to assist in all areas. Sunday School 

teachers will be honored at the all-church service on May 23.  
     The Nominating Committee announced their candidates to fill 
the vacancies on the Deacons and the Session. Amanda Petersen 

is being nominated to serve on the Deacons, and Amber Dobbs is 
being nominated to serve on the Session. The church membership 

will be asked to approve these nominees at the congregational 
meeting on May 23.  
     Don Sachs reported that the Buildings and Grounds Committee 

will be repainting the stripes in the parking lot this summer. The 

Facilities Use Committee has approved the use of our church as a 

polling place, and the first voting will be held at New Horizon on 
June 8.  

     The Personnel Committee reported that they have received no 
candidates for the youth director position. Rev. Masters 

suggested that we should investigate the possibility of hiring a 
pastor intern. Presbyterian pastors in training must serve an 
internship before their training is complete, and New Horizon 

could act as a teaching church for someone. We would be able to 
assign an intern the task of acting as youth director, as well as 

other functions in the church. Rev. Masters will work with the 
Personnel Committee to research how a pastor internship might 
work for New Horizon.  

     The Session voted to approve a paper goods drive for Phillipõs 
Cupboard. This is a group that collects non-food items to donate 
to families in need in the Council Bluffs area.  

Garden Challenge    
     We are looking for all gardeners who would be interested in a 
òGarden Challengeó. As you all know, there are three garden boxes 

behind the church ready to be planted and donated plants are on the 
way. We are looking for three gardening teams to challenge each other 
to see how much they can grow for NHPC to give away. At the end of 

the challenge, the team that loses will be asked to take some of the 
produce and prepare a meal for the other two teams.  
     If you are interested in joining a team, please contact Glenda Doupe 
at 402-690-6639 or email Glenda at gowithglenda@aol.com.   
     We plan to meet on Tuesday, June 1, at 6:00pm at the garden site. 

Mission Opportunity   
     We will be taking a collection for Church World Service Blanket + 

Program on two Sundays, June 13 and June 20. Money is spent on 
blankets which provide shelter and warmth to victims of disasters in the 

United States and around the world. Money is also used to provide 
wells for clean water and simple tools to use in gardening and for 
sewing machines to provide livelihood in impoverished areas. The 
envelopes for the collection will be found in the pews starting June 13. 

Your much-needed contribution will be welcomed.  
     This past year, Church World Service provided 15, 950 lightweight 

blankets for needs of people affected by emergencies or economic 
hard times. Two hundred lightweight blankets went to the cold and 
hungry coalition for homeless people in Mason County, Washington 

State. The No Freeze Project in Connecticut gave fifty heavyweight 

blankets to economically disadvantaged families. Heavyweight and 
lightweight blankets were given to the Pine Ridge folks in South Dakota.  
     Antibacterial hand and face wipes were provided to All Tribes 

American Indian Charter School in California after fires ravaged their 
tribal area. This is just a few of the ways people around the world and 

in the United States are helped following disasters.  
     We will be collecting funds to help with the many needs of folks who 
have faced unreal life situations. There will be envelopes in the pews on 

June 13 and June 20. 

Musicians Needed for Summer Services  
     The Chancel Choir is taking its summer vacation. This means 
the music department is looking for musicians to participate each 
week at the 10:30am service and once a month at the 8:00am 
service during the summer months. If you or someone you know 
has some musical talent you would like to share with the congre-
gation, please contact Tom Harvey, Director of Music Ministry. He 
will begin to schedule the summer music soon. 

Presbyterian Homes Update   
     On May 12, Bob Stebbins, Rev. Paul Masters, Jim Campbell, Ron 

Sealock and Cal Parrott met with Dan Lindh, president of Presbyterian 
Homes, at New Horizon. Dan presented the results of a marketing 
study on the availability of living units for elderly adults in the Council 
Bluffs area. Currently the supply of assisted and independent living 
apartments is meeting the demand. However, within the next five years, 

the current supply will not meet the needs for the anticipated demand. 
This trend is expected because in 2012, the first Baby Boomers will 
turn 65 and additional units will be needed for these people. 
     Other topics surrounding the development of Presbyterian Homes 
of Council Bluffs were reviewed and discussed. Regular communications 
with Dan Lindh will continue into the future. The next meeting is 
scheduled for June. 
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Habitat for Humanity Events  
     New Horizon members took part in two 
Habitat for Humanity events in May. On May 

8, members worked at the dedication of the 
new òReStoreó and Rev. Masters performed 
the dedication at the home at 3339 11th Ave-
nue. On May 22, volunteers worked on land-

scaping at the 11th Avenue site and installed 
insulation and worked on landscaping at the 
home on 13th Street.  

PW Spring Luncheon     
     Women from Westminster, Neola, Bethany, and Carson joined with 

NHPC Women on May 6 for a Spring Luncheon.  The Luncheon was 
prepared by the coordinating team and served by several husbands 

of PW members. 
     The program was presented 

by Bob Putnam, the manager of 
Chanticleer Theater.  He told us 
of the programs of the Theater 
and related facts about the Theater (e.g. The Bats).  
He also gave away some tickets for their current 

productions, òFootlooseó. 
     Lois Nihsen presented Zelda Gutha with a Honorary 

Lifetime Membership of the Presbyterian Women. 



Someone You Ought To Know    
     Have you caught yourself tapping you feet 

when you have attended the second service on 
Sunday morning?  Travis Walker is in charge of 
planning and directing the music for this 

service.  Upbeat music is always present; made 
possible by the talented group of instrumental 

and vocal musicians.   
     Travis graduated from Abraham Lincoln High School and the 
University of Northern Iowa.  During his high school and college 

years he performed in many musical productions.    He 
continued working in community theater in addition to becoming 

a music instructor.  In Council Bluffs, he has served as vocal 
music instructor at Woodrow Wilson Middle School and is now 

head of the vocal department at Thomas Jefferson High School. 
His TJ show choir performed at the Presbyterian Women Spring 
Luncheon a year ago.  

     Travis, his twin brother Scott and their sister Angel were 
active at First Presbyterian Church.  His parents both sing in 

New Horizonõs Chancel Choir.  His wife, Ann Coombs, is an 
English teacher at St. Albertõs High School, and she has helped 
with some of our youth activities.  They are the parents of Ella 

and Atticus.  Annõs mother, Gay Coombs, is one of the newer 
members of NHPC.   
     Thanks to this family for all the leadership they provide. 

May Baptisms    
     Liam Ryan Schard was baptized on May 2 at the 
third service. He was born on January 19 to Kasi Miller 

and Mitch Schard. Grandmother is Luanne Potter and 
Great Grandparents are Grant and Lois Nihsen.  

     Following a family tradition, 

Alaina Mae Rich was baptized on May 9 (Motherõs 
Day) at the second service. She was born November 

16 to Bobby & Connie Rich. Big brother is Anthony. 
Grandparents are Lynn & Mary Alice Fehr. 
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Deacons of the Month      
     Darlene Grandia was Deacon for the month of May. She 
serves as Co-Moderator of the Deacons for this year. As Deacon 

of the Month she really enjoys delivering flowers to the shut-ins 
and serving home communion--serving those she might not get 
a chance to see. 

     Tod Clapper is Deacon of the Month for June.  Tod is òon 
calló most Sundays to provide rides to church for those who 
need them. Tod also enjoys delivering flowers to shut-ins and 

serving home communion; those visits give him the opportunity 
to visit with members he does not see at church. 

Mariners    
     Mariners docked at New Horizon on May 20 enjoying a potluck. Non
-food items were brought by members for the Phillips Cupboard. These 

were placed in a bin in the Narthex to be delivered later. 
     The Spring Rummage Sale was discussed. The traditional drawing 
for the Rummage Sale prizes was held. Virginia Nelson, Karen Williams, 

Thelma Fauble and Margaret Butterbaugh were the winners and each 
received a Lighthouse Plate. A cargo committee was formed for the 
purpose of planning how this money will be used. Committee will 
consist of Lynn Fehr chairman, Vicki Holder, Earl Ratekin and Karen 
Williams. They will present a report at the June meeting. 

     The Mariners wish to extend a thank you to everyone who helped 
make this springõs Rummage Sale a success. We received $2,664 in 
donations and gave at least 150 boxes of unsold merchandise to the 
Goodwill. Care and Share also received appropriate leftover clothing. 

     Itõs not too early to start gathering items for the Sep 30 ð Oct 2 sale. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
506 Prayer Shawls were finished by May 10, 2010. 

Elder of the Month 
     Sindy Kafka is the Elder working in the 
Christian Education area. Right now she is 
working on the plans for Vacation Bible 
School (if you are interested in helping, 
contact her!) She also teaches pre-school 

Sunday School. As a teacher, she loves working with the 
kids. As an Elder, she enjoys getting to know the other 
aspects and people of New Horizon. 

  

 


