
Mentoring Program.  
    Itõs raining. Actually itõs not 
raining right now, but it seems 
that we have had at least five 
thunderstorms back to back with 

thunderclaps that have been 
enough to throw me out of bed in 

the middle of the night. I can be 
forgiven if I keep hearing the 

lyrics to Bob Dylanõs òHard Rainõs 
A-Gonna Fall.ó I confess that I 
have never cared for Bob Dylanõs 

voice, his high-pitched nasally 
voice reminds me of fingernails scratching across a blackboard - 

but boy could he write! As with so many of his songs, a Hard 
Rainõs A- Gonna Fall refers to the consequences of failing to deal 
with social injustice. That too is enough to throw me out of bed in 

the middle of the night! 

    Of course, consequences are not limited to issues of social 
injustice. It has been a truism in the church since the very 
beginning, that the church is only one generation away from 

extinction. That is why we focus on kids ministries: Sunday 
School, Wednesday Night Kids Club, bell choirs etc. Of course we 

are not the only ones investing in kids - our community schools 

immediately come to mind. However, it has been my observation 
that, given separation of church and state issues, churches and 

schools rarely partner together. I have even lived in some places 
where the schools are antagonistic toward the church! 
    But Council Bluffs is an unusual community. The Council Bluffs 

School District, as part of their effort to reduce dropout rates, 
has adopted Search Instituteõs 40 Developmental Assets, their 

list of essential building blocks of healthy development. Itõs a 
great list; you can see it at www.search-institute.org/
developmental-assets/lists. Near the very top (#3), is the tenet 
that a young person receive support from three or more non-
parent adults and (#4) that a young person experiences caring 

neighbors. Amid the top 20 (#19!), is the credo that a young 
person spends at least an hour a week in a religious institution 
and that there are adult role models (#14). Tell me this doesnõt 

sound tailor made for the church! 

See top right page 2 
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Small Group Meetings in July 
Circles ð AMõers ð No Meeting This Month 

 Contact is Vicki Holder  
Evening ð No Meeting This Month 
  Contacts are Ellen Jaco & Jan Christensen 
Mary ð   No Meeting This Month 

 Contact is Joyce Zach 
Sarah ð  Thu. Jul 8, 12:30pm, in NHPC Hearth Room  
  Contacts are Doris Ratekin & Sheri Wallace 

Crafts ð Sat. Jul 17, at 9:30am in Sunday School Room  
  Contact is Vicki Holder  
Loss Support Grp ð Thu Jul 22, 7:00pm in NHPC Hearth Room 
  Contacts are Jeff Sagert, Lois Nihsen, Ellen Jaco  
  & Mary Alice Fehr 
Mariners ð Thu. Jul 15, 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall 

  Contacts are Grant & Lois Nihsen 
Menõs Breakfast Club ð No Meeting This Month 

  Contact is Cal Parrott 
Movie Group ð Date, Movie & Time - TBA  
  Contact is Margaret Lemen  
Prayer Shawl  ð Mon. Jul 12, 4:00-7:00pm, in NHPC Office Area 
       Tue. Jul 27, 4:00-7:00pm, in NHPC Office Area 

         Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 
Scrapbooking ð Sat. Jul 10, 9:30am at Fehrõs 701 Parkwild  Dr 
  Contact is Mary Alice Fehr  

Solitaires ð  Fri. Jul 30 12:00pm at CB Country Club 

Stephenõs Ministry ð Thu. Jul 22, 6:30pm in NHPC Hearth Room 
  Contacts are Jeff Sagert & Lois Nihsen  
Womenõs Ministry Coord. Team ð No Meeting This Month 

  Contact  is Cathy Born 
Womenõs Ministry Gathering ð No Meeting This Month   

  Contact  is Cathy Born 

Attention all NHPC Members and Friends 
    All of the groups welcome you to attend or be a part of these 

activities and support the group projects. 
    What if everyone joined one new group? 

Coffee Serving Schedule  - 2010 
 July - Christian Ed Committee 
  August - Deacons 
 September - Stewardship and Buildings  

        & Grounds Committees  
 October - Evening Circle 
 November - Mary Circle 
 December ð AMõers Circle   
   The Parish Nurses suggest that you supply some healthy snacks 
for those who can not have cookies and other sweets. 

Paul  
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from Page 1 - Mentoring Program.  
We are not the only ones who made that connection. We are 

being asked to participate in the Council Bluffs School Districtõs 

Teammates Mentoring Program. Founded back in 1991 by Dr. 
Tom Osborne, Teammates seeks to match adults with elementary 
and middle school students with an eye to providing the 
encouragement necessary to graduate and to go on for further 

training. They started with 22 mentors and at last count had over 
3200. This is not a tutoring program; this is a relationship-

building program. What they are asking is that for an hour or so 
each week, during school hours, we will meet our students on the 
campus and perhaps play a game to break the ice. We are invited 

to share our hobbies and interests and help develop the 
studentõs own interests. While the School District is asking for a 
commitment lasting one year, the hope is that the mentors would 

continue to follow one student until they graduated from high 
school. 

With an elementary school opening up across the street, 

this will be a golden opportunity for outreach. The old saying is 
true, òyou love the people who love your kids.ó There will be 

training, of course, as well as a minimum age of 18 required in 
order to be a mentor. Beyond the outreach implications, this 
represents a solid opportunity  to be a positive influence in the 

life of a kid. It is far too easy, in our technological society, to 
become isolated. Kids spend so  

much of their time relating  
to screens: screens on 

their   cell   phones  
texting their friends; 
screens   on   their  

computers surfing 
the internet; screens 

on  their  TVs playing  
video games. There is 

a   tangible   need   to 

experience  the  real  world  
while being guided by an adult. So 
much of what Jesus did was to erase the barriers that isolated 
people: lepers were made whole, demons were cast out and 

sinners were publically declared forgiven. If our Lord could cross 
the barriers of culture, disease and sin, can we at least cross the 
street? 

The sun is shining now. The weather forecast for the rest of 
the week promises sun and clouds, but no more thunderstorms. 
While it is true that Hard Rainõs A- Gonna Fall, we can always look 
forward to the sun shining. While there are challenges facing us, 
God will always win out. Let us do what we can to participate in 
what God is doing in our community. 

See you in church! 

òYour footprints will 
eventually fadeé. 

But your impressions 
will last a lifetime!ó 
Become a Mentor 

TODAY! 



Session Highlights for June, 2010 
    The treasurerõs report was submitted by Bob Stebbins. Total 
contributions to the general fund for the month of May were 

$19,716 and total general expenses for the month of May were 
$17,708. Contributions to the mortgage fund for May were 
$4,360, while the monthly mortgage payment was $9,518 - 

meaning that $5,158 was taken from the general fund to make up 
the difference.  
     The session discussed the issue of mortgage pledges falling 
short of the monthly costs. While it has not become a financial 
burden at this time, consistently having to take money from the 

general fund to cover the mortgage payment will eventually 
become a problem. It is important that we work harder at 
cultivating relationships with community groups and bringing new 
members to the church so that we can meet our financial 

responsibilities.  
     The Administration committee reported that a group from New 
Horizon traveled to Minnesota to meet with Presbyterian Homes. 

While there are no immediate plans to move forward with a 
project, the dialogue remains open and hopeful. The Session 

voted to establish a task force to evaluate the mortgage and 
banking status of New Horizon. The task force members will be 

Bob Stebbins, Ron Sealock and Nick Kafka, and they will 
investigate the possibility of locking the New Horizon mortgage 
into a lower fixed rate and finding a way to lower the banking fees 

the church is currently being charged.  

    Rev. Paul Masters reported that he has been in contact with an 

Iowa seminary college to determine what the costs would be to 
employ a seminary intern at New Horizon. The cost would be 

substantial, as hosting churches must pay housing and a stipend.  
The Christian Education committee is continuing to work on the 

planning of Vacation Bible School, which will be held July 11-15. 
Looking ahead to the fall, a kick-off to programming will be held 
on September 5, Sunday School will begin on September 12, and 

Kidsõ Club will begin on September 15. The next Christian Ed 
meeting will be August 12 at 7:00pm. More volunteers are still 

needed to assist in all areas of programming.  
    The Fellowship Committee will be hosting a luncheon on July 
17, where the òNuns on the Runó musical revue will perform. The 

committee is working on the possibility of sponsoring some type 
of community meal around Thanksgiving.  
    The Mission Committee has donated $150 to Vacation Bible 
School to purchase blankets for a mission project. School supplies 

will be collected in August for local schools. The committee is 
providing $510 to fund three backpacks for the Food Bank of the 
Heartlandõs òBackpack Program.ó The garden plots at church 
have been planted and any resulting food will be offered to the 
church members for a donation.  
    The Facility Use Committee reported that polling at New 
Horizon on June 8 went well. Around 650 people came here to 

vote and more are expected during the November election. The 

  July 2010                                  Page  3 

Session voted to allow a group of local piano teachers to use the 
New Horizon facility for a piano competition in March.  

    The Session voted to approve membership for Dan and Pam 
Kinney, and to reactivate Stella Christiansen as a member. They will 

be welcomed to the church on June 27. The Session voted to install 
Bob Stebbins as the permanent treasurer for New Horizon. The 
Session voted to approve vacation days for Rev. Masters on August 
2-15. The Session voted that, barring unforeseen circumstances, 
they will not meet in the month of July. The financial reports will be e-

mailed to Session members for review. The next meeting of Session 
will be August 19 at 7:00pm.  

Presbyterian Homes Update 
    A group of representatives from New Horizon traveled to 
Minneapolis, MN in mid-June to meet with Presbyterian Homes. While 
there, they toured 

existing Presbyterian 
Homes facilities and held 

discussions about the 
future of a Presbyterian 

Homes project here. While 
there are still no 

immediate plans to move 
forward, Presbyterian 
Homes remains interested 

in pursuing a partnership with New Horizon.  

Cluster Picnic  
     Presbyterian Cluster Picnic September 12, at 5:00pm at Lake 
Manawa Park Shelter #6 with potluck dinner and speaker is Kevin 

Keaton Executive Presbyter. 

Family Day at Rosenblatt 
     Missouri River Valley Presbytery is hosting a fun-filled family day 

at Rosenblatt Stadium on Sunday, August 22.  The Omaha Royals 

baseball game begins at 1:35pm with clowns doing face painting 

and balloon art during the game, as well as a "fun area" for kids.  
     A block of 100 tickets has been purchased on the 3rd base 

line.  If you and your family would like 
to attend, you may pick up the 

tickets, $5 each, at the Presbytery 
office  (call  to  reserve  tickets at 
402-553-8300 or 800-603-8980) 
which is $2:00 off the regular price. 

     We were informed that the Fort 
Calhoun Presbyterian Church women's quartet will be singing the 
National Anthem, so this will be a special treat for the day! 

     We hope you are able to come and enjoy one of the last games at 
the "Blatt" as well as a summer afternoon with other members of 

Presbytery. 
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PW Synod Gathering Report 
    òTHE WONDERS OF GODõS PROMISESó was the theme of the 
2010 Synod Gathering in Storm Lake, Iowa. Five New Horizon 

women attended this event.  
    Received at this meeting were guidelines, helps, aides, maps 
and information on the message of HOPE found in the book of 
Revelations. The book of Revelations was written for the seven 

churches founded in the first century. There is much misinforma-
tion in our world today about the book of Revelations. One of the 
main speakers was Rev. Dr. Louise Lawson Johnson who wrote 
Suggestions for Leaders for òJourneys Through Revelations: 
Apocalyptic Hope for Todayó, which is the Bible Study being used 

for this year (2010-2011). 
    Many speakers, workshops and focus groups featured the 
many mission projects and opportunities that are available 

through the Presbyterian Church. 
    The offering collected at this meeting total $5,670. This will be 
divided equally among three projects. Denise England of Des 

Moines Presbytery is in her second year of a three-year commit-
ment serving as Consultant for Geriatric and Nursing Services at 

Cairo Evangelical Medical Center in Cairo, Egypt. The other two 
projects are purchasing mattresses for many hospitals in the 
Congo, and aiding the Cottage Grove Avenue Presbyterian Church 

PW Sudanese Kitchen Project in Des Moines. 
    The òOn-Siteó Mission project cut and assembled 60 fleece 

baby blankets for 

the Mustard Seed 

project. These will 
be taken by Linda 

Masey a volunteer 
in Mission and reg-
istered nurse on 

her next trip to help 
the Maasai tribe in 

Kenya. Thirteen yards of fleece was donated by women of NHPC.  

Journey to Egypt without leaving Iowa! 
    How would you like to take your family on a trip to Egypt without 
the high cost of plane tickets and hotel rooms? If you join in the fun 

for Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) at New 
Horizon this summer 
you can do just that! 

This yearõs theme is 
òEgypt: Josephõs 
journey from prison to 
palace,ó and all 
activities are set in 

ancient Egypt and 
follow the life of 
Biblical figure, Joseph.  

    As part of this 
journey, you will have 
experiences that have 

a n  a u t h e n t i c , 
traditional Bible-times 

feel, while exploring 
the culture of ancient 
E g y p t  -  a n d 

connecting these 
experiences to Bible 

truths in real life. 

There will be Bible 

stories, games, crafts and discussion times, as well as lots of music 
and fun. Participants will also take part in an important mission 

project during VBS. As part of òOperation Kid-to-Kidó we will be 
making blankets to send to Africa, along with òGod Loves Meó 
coloring books - the goal of sending these items is to provide 

comfort and faith lessons to children in need.  
    New Horizon will hold its vacation Bible school July 11-15. A 
family-style dinner will be served each night at 6:00pm and 

programming will end at 8:00pm. Activities are being offered for 
kids from preschool through 6th grade, but adult family members 
are encouraged to attend as well. We invite families to bring a 
friend or neighbor to join in the fun. A supply fee of $10 per child 

or $20 per family is being charged, but scholarships are available. 
Registration forms are available in the narthex, or you may register 
on the evening of July 11.  

    Volunteers are still needed in all areas, including craft activities, 
recreation, music and food prep. If you would like to help, please 
contact Sindy Kafka at sindyroo@yahoo.com or 712-314-1121.  
    If you would like to help by donating or lending supplies and/or 
food items, check out the ògiving treeó in the narthex. Each òleafó 
lists an item that is needed for VBS and the date by which it is 
needed. We encourage you to pluck a leaf or two and help to make 
this yearõs Egyptian adventure a great experience.  

NHPC to host Nuns on the Run 
    New Horizonõs 

Fellowship Committee and 
the Womenõs Circles are 
hosting the musical revue 
group, Nuns on the Run, 
from Danbury, Iowa at 

NHPC on July 17. Come 
join us for a luncheon at 
noon and the performance 

at 1:00pm. A free-will offering will be collected to cover food 
costs and to thank the group for coming. 
     Please RSVP (so we   are sure to have enough food) to: 
         Julie Hoffman (marjuliowa@msn.com or 712-323-0209)  

mailto:sindyroo@yahoo.com
mailto:marjuliowa@msn.com
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Presbyterian Womenõs Luncheons  
    On June 1, four women traveled to Neola Presbyterian Church 
for brunch at 9:30am. Following delicious pastries, fresh fruit and 

coffee, a program was held in the Sanctuary. Penny Christiansen, 
a Neola artist displayed some of her pictures and writings. 
    Then on June 2, twelve NHPC women met at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church for a salad lunch at 12:00 noon (See 

pictures below).  The Hometowners vocal group shared a variety 
of musical selections. Davia Abbott is one of the talented singers. 

Deacon of the Month 
    Jo Peters is Deacon of the month for July.  
It is Joõs responsibility to keep the Deacons 
apprised of the works of the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. Jo said that when she became a 
Deacon, she had no idea what was involved, 

and she has enjoyed it all. She has enjoyed 
getting to know people that she would not 
have known just attending the one service. For her, one of the 

highlights is getting to serve home communion. 

Elder of the Month 
    Donna Pritchard is the Elder of the month 
for July. Donnaõs many years in the business 

sector provided vast knowledge and education 
in personnel issues; she has used this 
knowledge to chair the personnel committee 
since before we were New Horizon! Donna 
says that it has been rewarding to be able to 
help make decisions that help the church to grow. 

Someone You Ought To Know    
    JoAn Ebersold is a direct descendent in the 
Henderson Family of a man who served as a 

pastor of what eventually became the first 
Presbyterian Church west of the Allegheny 

mountains around 1758.  

    JoAn and her family first became a part of 

Grace Presbyterian Church around 1990. She 
very quickly became the organist when 

Carolyn Allen served as the choir director. 
Today, JoAn serves as the keyboardist for the 9:00am Praise 
Service. She enjoys working with that service because there are 

more young people. She likes the idea of bringing music to the 

young people. JoAn also plays the traditional service at First 
Baptist Church. 
    JoAn works as a 10th & 12th grade English teacher in the Special 
Ed Department at A.L. High School. She is currently working on a 
second Masterõs Degree in school administration.  

Breaking Bread 


