
NHPC Local Missions 
This yearõs Vacation Bible 

School was terrific! The material 
(the Joseph Story in Genesis) 
captured the imagination; the kids 

had a terrific time and the adult 
leaders kept everything going. 

Many thanks to everyone involved. 
Of course if you asked any of the 

leaders, they would say that 
thanks are not necessary at all; 
that participation was reward 

enough. And they would be right, 
for the community they experienced, the partnership of people 

focusing their abilities to make things better for someone else is 
one of the points of the Christian community. 

Building community has always been the hallmark of what 

Christians do. Most of Paulõs letters in the New Testament were 

written to specific Christian communities. When the Roman Empire 
fell, it was the Church that kept the forces of darkness at bay, 
organizing parish schools and hospitals. Civilization owes its 

survival to generations of monks and nuns living in Christian 
communities throughout the Dark and Middle Ages. The nascent 

nationalist movement owes a huge debt to the Protestant 

Reformation. From colonial days, the church in America has 
always stood in the village square, the physical, spiritual, and 

psychological community center. 
But in the last half of the 20th Century, that began to change. 

We were told that religion was a private affair, that we should 

keep our nose out of the public sphere. Labeled as part of the 
òEstablishmentó due to our rigid sexual ethic in the 60s & 70s, 

we were viewed with distrust and sometimes outright hostility. By 
the early 90s, Yale Law Professor Stephen Carter dubbed 
America as the òculture of disbeliefó where the First 
Amendmentõs establishment clause was reinterpreted from 
protecting the Church from the State to protecting the State from 

the Church. Prayer groups, Bible Clubs and devotions at football 
games became the fodder for lawsuits nationwide. At the same 
time, developing technologies served to isolate people from one 

another and the traditional community support groups (service 
clubs, sororities, informal coffee klatch groups) bowed under 
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pressures of time and money as both spouses went to work. 
Through it all, we continued to do what we do, building 

communities of faith when everyone is valued as Godõs gift; everyone 
has the new life promised to them in Christ; communities where we 
seek and see the good in one another as we encourage our youth to 

live to their full potential. A funny thing happened in the early 21st 
Century. Our absence from the public square was missed! Not by the 

politicians, or the lawyers, or the talking heads that spout about 

public policy on TV. No, the people who miss us are the nonprofit 
community groups who are working to build others up and to catch 
those who fall through societies safety nets. They miss our ability to 

build community; to muster people to work for the common good 
and for our ability to those that society rejects as diamonds in the 

rough. 
Last month I wrote about the opportunities we have to mentor 

kids across the street at College View Elementary School. That is just 

the tip of the iceberg. The other day we hosted a meeting of about a 

dozen community nonprofit groups dedicated to positively 
intervening in the life of a young person. There were representatives 
from Childrenõs Square, Pottawattamie County Youth Alliance, Iowa 

State Extension-4H, to the YMCA, Trailblazers (a meth-amphetamine 
intervention group) and Council Bluffs School District, just to name a 

few. They are coming together to discussing sharing resources and 
cooperating on projects. The vehicle for this discussion is forming an 
Asset Champions group, a network of community groups looking to 

build up a young personõs life through forty developmental assets, 
those things kids need to thrive. They include everything from 
positive  family  life  to  religious  development.  For  a  full  list,  see 

http://www.search-institute.org/developmental-assets. 

One of the things that makes New Horizon - New Horizon is our 

desire to invest in and impact our community here in Council Bluffs. 
There are real needs right here and our Mission Committee is looking 
for ways to address some of those needs. We like working with 
Habitat and other groups! It seems clear that the Lord is opening 
even more doors for us to return to the public square. There is an 

old saying, òYou love the people who love your kidsó. Vacation Bible 
School, mentoring, working with community nonprofits; anytime we 
affirm our desire to love people in Jesusõ name, God honors that 

desire. Let us pray for even more opportunities as we build up our 

community. 
See you in church! 
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Small Group Meetings in August 
Circles ð AMõers ð No Meeting This Month 

 Contact is Vicki Holder  
Evening ð No Meeting This Month 
  Contacts are Ellen Jaco & Jan Christensen 
Mary ð   No Meeting This Month 

 Contact is Joyce Zach 
Sarah ð  Thu. Aug 12, at 12:30pm in NHPC Hearth Room 
  Contacts are Doris Ratekin & Sheri Wallace 

Crafts ð Sat. Aug 21, at 9:30am in Sunday School Room  
  Contact is Vicki Holder  
Loss Support Grp ð Thu Aug 26, 7:00pm in NHPC Hearth Room 
  Contacts are Jeff Sagert, Lois Nihsen, Ellen Jaco  
  & Mary Alice Fehr 
Mariners ð Thu. Aug 19, 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall 

  Contacts are Grant & Lois Nihsen 
Menõs Breakfast Club ð Thu. Aug 26, 6:45am in Fellowship Hall 

  Scott Strohmeier, IWCC Head Football Coach   
  Contact is Cal Parrott 
Movie Group ð Date, Movie & Time - TBA  

  Contact is Margaret Lemen  
Prayer Shawl  ð Mon. Aug 9, 4:00-7:00pm, in NHPC Office Area 

       Tue. Aug 24, 4:00-7:00pm, in NHPC Office Area 
         Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 
Scrapbooking ð Sat. Aug 14, 9:30am at Fehrõs 701 Parkwild  Dr 

  Contact is Mary Alice Fehr  

Solitaires ð  Fri. Aug 27, 12:00pm at CB Country Club 
Stephenõs Ministry ð Thu. Aug 26, 6:30pm in NHPC Hearth Room 
  Contacts are Jeff Sagert & Lois Nihsen  

Womenõs Ministry Coord. Team ð No Meeting This Month 
  Contact  is Cathy Born 

Womenõs Ministry Gathering ð No Meeting This Month   
  Contact  is Cathy Born 

Attention all NHPC Members and Friends 
    All of the groups welcome you to attend or be a part of these 
activities and support the group projects. 

    What if everyone joined one new group? 

Coffee Serving Schedule  - 2010 
 August - Deacons 
 September - Stewardship and Buildings  
        & Grounds Committees  
 October - Evening Circle 
 November - Mary Circle 
 December ð AMõers Circle   
   The Parish Nurses suggest that you supply some healthy snacks 
for those who can not have cookies and other sweets. 
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GA Moderator - Letter to Congregations 
     In early July, Presbyterians from around the country gathered 

in Minneapolis to participate in the 219th General Assembly. The 
GA moderator, Cynthia Bolbach, posted an open letter to 
summarize what took place. What follows is an excerpt of her letter 
- to read the entire document and to learn in more detail about 
the actions of the GA, please visit http://ga219.pcusa.org/

news/2010/7/10/post-general-assembly-pastoral-letter-
moderator-an/ 

To Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) congregations: 
     Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

     Just one week ago, the 219th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) convened with Scripture and 

music and prayer. Commissioners and advisory delegates from 
every presbytery across the church gathered around the 
baptismal font with hopeful expectation of what Godõs Spirit 
would do in and through them as they sought to discern 

together the mind of Christ for the PC(USA). 
     As the week progressed, prayer was a foundational part of 

each dayõs deliberations and decisions, and the presence of 
the Spirit was palpable! 
     While all assemblies are significant, this one holds 

particular significance in the life of the PC(USA). Among the 
assemblyõs decisions ð to be ratified by presbyteries ð are the 

addition of the Belhar Confession to The Book of Confessions 
and a revised Form of Government. Both of these items give a 
clear signal that we are a church that is not afraid to change ð 
an important perspective to have in these days of great 

change in the church and the world. 
     The assembly celebrated and was greatly encouraged by 

the commissioning of 122 young adult volunteers and 17 new 
mission workers for service around the globe. Commissioners 
voted unanimously to renew the call to òGrow Christõs Church 

Deep and Wideó and were inspired by the stories of 
congregations that are growing in evangelism, discipleship, 

diversity, and servanthood. They celebrated the generosity of 
Presbyterians who have contributed more than $10.5 million 

to relief and redevelopment work in Haiti in the wake of 
January's devastating earthquake. 
     The assembly also engaged in discussion about significant 
matters of faith and life ð ordination standards, justice and 
peace in the Middle East, and civil union and marriage, to 

name just a few. Information on the more than 300 assembly 
actions is available for viewing on the denominationõs website.  

     May the good and faithful work begun in Minneapolis truly be 
just the beginning of a season of respectful, earnest, and gracious 
engagement ð both in our words and in our deeds ð all for the 
sake of the gospel. 



Mission Updates 
     Pentecost Offering - Thanks to all who participated in the 

special Pentecost offering, where $442 was collected. Of that, 

$176.80 was given to the Spiritual Life program at Childrenõs 

Square, and the remainder was given to the Presbytery for 
distribution. World Blanket Sunday was celebrated on June 20 - 
thank you to all who gave generously to this mission.  

   ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

     School Supplies - New Horizon will also be collecting school 

supplies for local children beginning in August. This is something 
we have done in past years, and the supplies are always gratefully 
received by community teachers and principals. Please bring 
items to church as soon as possible. 

   ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

     Garden Plots - The garden plots behind the church have 

been planted, and volunteers are being sought to commit to 

weeding and watering the plants on a weekly basis. As the 
gardens begin to produce, the food will be put out for members to 
take, with a jar for donations. Any funds collected will be given to 
local food pantries.  

   ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

     Backpack Program - The Mission committee is also 

spearheading a campaign to support local children who may not 

have nutritious meals at home. The Food Bank for the Heartland 
sponsors a òBackpack Programó that provides a backpack of food 

for children to take home on Fridays after school. The program 
serves 30 local schools and more than 2,000 children who may 
not have food available at home, or anyone to prepare it for them 

over the weekend. The cost is $170 to sponsor one backpack for 

a year, and the New Horizon Mission committee has agreed to 
fund three backpacks. They are going to be challenging the 
congregation to donate funds to cover three additional 

backpacks. A display and more information will be in the narthex. 
   ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

     VBS -  The vacation Bible school program received a $150 

donation from the Mission committee to purchase materials to 
make blankets as part of a VBS mission project. During the week 
of Bible school, kids and adults put together several fleece òtie 

blanketsó that are part of the òOperation Kid-to-Kidó project. The 
blankets, along with òGod Loves Meó coloring books will be sent 

to Africa to provide comfort to children there.  

Stephen Ministry 
     The Stephen Ministers are trying to reach out to the commu-
nity through our Loss Support Group meeting held on the 4th 

Thursday. If you, a family member or acquaintance are dealing 
with any type of loss, we encourage you to come. August 26 we 
will be meeting at 7:00pm in the Hearth Room. Main topic for dis-
cussion will be from "Good Grief" - We Are In The State Of Shock". 
     If you are interested in providing one-to-one Christian care to 
people in our congregation and community, contact Lois Nihsen 
322-8028, Ellen Jaco 328-0902, Jeff Sagert 566-3327 or Paul 

Masters 323-7129. 

Christian Education Needs Volunteers  
     After a great VBS, we are looking forward to a great school year. 
If you enjoyed our program or working with children, you would be a 
great volunteer! We need volunteers for Sunday school, Wednesday 
night kids club, youth group, and other activities for children. If you 
or anyone you know would like to help with any of these, please 

contact Sindy Kafka at 712-314-1121 or sindiroo@yahoo.com. 

VBS Mission Project 
     This year, as part of Vacation Bible School, kids and adults took 
part in a special mission project known as Operation Kid-to-Kid. The 

program is a partnership with nondenominational Christian 
organizations and is dedicated to creating hands-on service 
projects for children in North America. 
     Since its inception, Operation Kid-to-Kid has become one of the 

largest forces mobilizing children in serving other children around 
the world. Hundreds of thousands of kids have been impacted with 
gifts of school supplies, Bibles, hygiene kits, Christmas gifts, Bible 
Coloring Books, and socks and shoes. 
     This year the focus of the service project was children in Africa 

who have been orphaned by AIDS. Each night of VBS, participants 
helped to produce fleece òtie blanketsó printed with the words, 
òGod loves me.ó We also personalized òGod Loves Meó coloring 

books which will be sent with the blankets. At our closing 
celebration on Thursday night, we prayed over the six blankets we 
made and asked God to protect and comfort the children who will 

receive the blankets.  
     Thank you to the Mission Committee, who contributed $150 to 

purchase materials for the blankets, and thank you to all the kids 
and adults who took a few minutes each night to work on the 
blankets. It was a wonderful learning experience for everyone.  

New Horizon Choirs Kick-Off 
     New Horizonõs choral and bell choirs will be starting up again in 

early September. A òWelcome Backó potluck 
will be held at the Brewer home on 

Wednesday, September 8 at 6:30pm. The 
address is 306 Jackson Street in Crescent. 
Current members of the choirs, the Praise 

Team and all who are interested in finding out more about New 
Horizonõs music programs are welcome. Bring a dish to share and 

enjoy an evening of fellowship. There will be a brief chancel choir 
rehearsal following dinner. 

     Regular rehearsals for the choirs will begin on Wednesday, 
September 15. On Wednesday nights, the bells will begin practice at 
6:15pm and the chancel choir will practice at 7:30pm. If you have 

never been a part of the choirs, or are interested in returning to 
your musical roots you are welcome at the potluck and at any 
rehearsal. We are looking forward to another year of praising God 
through music at New Horizon. 
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Egyptian Families Visit NHPC During VBS 

     During the week of July 11 - 15, New Horizon was transformed 

into ancient Egypt. Pyramids and hippos, hieroglyphics and 
headdresses, palm trees and palaces...signs of Egypt were 
everywhere during Vacation Bible School. Each night, kids and adult 

volunteers formed three Egyptian òfamiliesó and spent their time 
eating, singing, learning and praying together.  

     Each nightõs activities centered on a gift that God gives us: hope, 
special abilities, wisdom, forgiveness and family. Families spent time 
with the Biblical figure, Joseph, who shared stories about his time in 

an Egyptian prison and how his faith in God and the gifts he had 

received eventually led him to the Pharaohõs palace and a reunion 
with his family. Families also journeyed to an Egyptian marketplace 
where they made collars and head bands, pyramid boxes and other 

crafts. They could also get their face painted and spend time helping 
to make blankets as part of a mission project. Recreation time was 

spent playing games that taught lessons as well as provided fun. At 
the beginning and end of each night, families gathered together to 
talk about the theme for the day, provide òGod Sightingsó and reflect 

on what we had learned. òCelebrationó time began and ended each 
day - the whole group gathered together to sing songs, share 
experiences and offer prayers.  

     By the end of the week, we had created six blankets for the 

mission project, created a pyramid of òGod Sightings,ó learned about 
Josephõs life and all the gifts that God gives us. The theme for the 
final night was òGod gives us family,ó and we truly felt the love of our 
New Horizon family as we grew and learned together during VBS.  
     We offer a tremendous thanks to all the kids and their families 

who attended, the kitchen crew who provided meals each night, 
everyone who donated food, money and supplies, and all the 
volunteers who planned the week and worked to create an 
environment of loving and learning for the kids. It was truly a group 
effort and a wonderful example of people working together to spread 
Godõs love and Word.  

 


