
Vacation.  
     A single word that somehow means respite. Of course it 
doesnõt at all; we simply exchange one form of frenzied activity 
for another. This year, after attending General Assembly in 
Minneapolis, participating 

in Vacation Bible School, 

and spending time with 

my mother-in-law who 
suffers from Alzheimerõs 

disease (by the way, 
thank you all so much for 
your gracious welcome 

toward her); we packed 
up the van and headed 

toward the Grand Tetons. Jonathan took this picture of Lynne and 
         I in front of one of the arches made from 
         discarded elk antlers in Jackson, Wyoming.  
    We had a wonderful time - whitewater rafting; seeing a local 

production of Annie Get Your Gun; hiking in the Tetons and 
winding up in Cody at the Buffalo Bill Historical Center. Our 
schedule was just as hectic as it normally is - yet we experienced 

renewal and relaxation. By taking time away from our normal life, 
we are able to appreciate and retool for our normal life. That is 

what vacation is for. I wonder where river raft tour guides go for 

vacation- the city? 
We came back to our normal life. Back to our normal 

frenzied activities: Jonathan to his Senior year at Lewis Central; 
Lynne to the Nebraska Medical Center; Dan came back from 
Philadelphia and I returned to the church - everyone back to their 

normal lives. After vacation we look forward to the regular 
activities of our normal life. 

It works the same way in the life of the church. We are used 
to thinking that Summer is a slow time, but one look at the church 
calendar dispels that notion quickly. As kids go back to school (I 
am still getting used to the notion that school starts in August), 
our programs gear up as well. We return to the 11:00am service 

Sunday, September 5. Sunday School starts September 12 and 
we are starting a new tradition, Service Sunday on the 19th. This 
edition of the Highlights details other programs of the church that 

are gearing up as well. 
So it is back to school, back to work, back to our normal life. 
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It seems to me that while vacation is a once a year event we look 
forward to; that God intends for us to take mini-vacations once a 
week. The old word for this is Sabbath. We tend to get Sabbath 
confused with Sunday, for that is the day of the week Christians 
usually celebrate as Sabbath. Our Sabbath schedules are just as 

frenzied as our day to day ònormaló activities, yet they too allow us 

to appreciate and retool for the rest of the week. Join me this year in 

viewing everything we do on Sunday as a mini-vacation- a gift from 

God designed to help us step back and relax; to enjoy and 
appreciate all of Godõs good gifts. 
     See you in Church! 
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Service Sunday:  
     September 19th, 8:00am, 9:00am, and 
11:00am. This is your chance to "Get 

Connected". We will have representatives 
from all the groups in church in the Narthex 

after each service. You can talk with them to 
find out more about what they do, and how 

you can make a difference at New Horizon. If 
you're in a hurry and can't stay, you can just fill out a volunteer slip 
and drop in the offering plate. Service Sunday - a quick and easy way 

to get involved, make connections and help transform New Horizon. 

Help! Help! Help! 
     Phillips Cupboard, a local 
non-food pantry, is in desperate 
need of non-food items to stay 
in operation!  Some of the 
places they used to buy 

products from will no longer sell 

to them; therefore they have to 
buy the items they need at retail 
cost.  It is estimated that it will 
cost them $250.00 a day to keep open without donations.  

     Please bring non-food items to be donated to Phillips Cupboard.  
There is a container on the right-hand side of the bulletin board in 
the Narthex in which to place your donations.  If it is difficult for you 
to shop, it is acceptable to donate money to the Phillips Cupboard.  
Jeff Sagert, one of our members, is now on the Board of the Phillips 
Cupboard. 



Where Does God Want To Take You Next? 
     If someone you trusted came 
up to you and stated, òNothing 

before in my life has given me the 
opportunity to witness firsthand 
the body of Christ being built up 
as this has. It is life-altering. It is 

empowering. It is inspiring. It is a 
body of believers, knit together 
by God, coming together for the sole purpose of nurturing one 
another on a personal journey with Christ, and then charging 
them to go home and impact their own churchesóéwould you sit 

up and take notice? Would you want what they had? Would you 
desire it for yourself and your church?  
     Plans are being made and prayers are being offered for the 

upcoming Great Plains Presbyterian Pilgrimage #8 to be held 
October 21-24. Great Plains Presbyterian Pilgrimage is a three-
day renewal retreat for Christian adults that is designed to further 

the faith walk of the individual, and thereby strengthen churches. 
It possesses the ability to truly transform your Christian walk.  

Where: The weekend is held at Camp Calvin Crest, just 
outside of Fremont, NE, in their comfortable Retreat Center. 
When: The weekend begins at 5:00pm on Thursday the 21st 

of October and concludes by 4:00pm on Sunday the 24th. 
What: The weekend is all-inclusive, and every guest need  is  

met.  Cost  is  $230  per  person  with scholarships available 

upon request. Food, fun, fellowship, worship, communion, 

prayer, teaching, praise, and laughter are all guaranteed!  

Who: Everyone. All are welcome!  

How: Guest Registrations are currently being taken and can 
be submitted to Darlene Grandia, the GPPP registrar listed 

on the form. There are information flyers and registration 
forms hanging on the bulletin board in the narthex of the 
church. The website offers much more information, as well as 

registration forms. www.gpppilgrimage.org.  

Small Group Meetings in September 
Circles ð AMõers ð Thu. Sep 9, at 10:00am in NHPC Hearth Room 
  Hostess - Leota McManus   Lesson - Cleo Croson 

 Contacts are Vicki Holder and Cleo Croson  
Evening ð Mon. Sep 20, at 7:30pm at Lois Chandlerõs 

  home - 644 Lori Lane  Lesson - Ellen Jaco 

  Contacts are Ellen Jaco & Jan Christensen 
Mary ð   Thu. Sep 23, at 9:30am in NHPC Hearth Room 
 Hostess Marilyn Nadler  Contact is Cathy Born 
Sarah ð  Thu. Sep 9, at 12:30pm in NHPC Hearth Room 
  Contacts are Doris Ratekin & Sheri Wallace 

Crafts ð Sat. Sep 18, at 9:30am in Sunday School Room 
  Project YoYo Black Cats   Contact is Vicki Holder  
Loss Support Grp ð Thu Sep 23, 7:00pm in NHPC Hearth Room 
  Topic: òWe are in a State of Shockó    
  Contacts are Jeff Sagert, Lois Nihsen, Ellen Jaco 
  & Mary Alice Fehr 

Mariners ð Thu. Sep 16, 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall 
  Program òDNRó Dan Jacobs Manawa State Park 
  Contacts are Grant & Lois Nihsen 
Movie Group ð Thu. Sept 9, Movie & Time - TBA  
  Contact is Margaret Lemen  
Prayer Shawl  ð Mon. Sep 13, 4:00-7:00pm, in NHPC Office Area 
       Tue. Sep 28, 4:00-7:00pm, in NHPC Office Area 
         Contacts are Mary Alice Fehr & Vicki Holder 
Scrapbooking ð Sat. Sep 11, 9:30am at Fehrõs 701 Parkwild  Dr 

  Contact is Mary Alice Fehr  

Solitaires ð  Fri. Sep 24, 12:00pm at CB Country Club 

Stephenõs Ministry ð Thu. Sep 23, 6:30pm in NHPC Hearth Room 

  Contacts are Jeff Sagert & Lois Nihsen  
Womenõs Ministry Coord. Team ð No Meeting Due to Field Trip 

Womenõs Ministry Gathering ð Thu. Sep 2, 11:00am at NHPC  
  to car pool to Tishõs at 11:30am for lunch then 
  at 12:45pm to Western Historic Trails for Jam & 

  Bread    Contact  is Cathy Born 

Attention all NHPC Members and Friends 
    All of the groups welcome you to attend or be a part of these 
activities and support the group projects. 

    What if everyone joined one new group? 

Coffee Serving Schedule  - 2010 
 September - Stewardship and Buildings  

        & Grounds Committees  
 October - Evening Circle 
 November - Mary Circle 
 December ð AMõers Circle   
   The Parish Nurses suggest that you supply some healthy snacks 
for those who can not have cookies and other sweets. 
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September PW Womenôs Gathering 
     All women are 

i n v i t e d  o n 
September 2 to have 
lunch and a fun 

afternoon field trip.  
     Call Cathy Born 
at 325-4710 to 
make reservations.  

 11:00am - Meet at the church to car pool. 

 11:30pm - Self Pay Lunch at Tishõs. 
 12:45pm - Field Trip to Western Historic Trails Center 

     for Jam and Bread. 

http://www.gpppilgrimage.org/


Cluster Picnic  
     Presbyterian Cluster Picnic September 12, at 5:00pm at Lake 

Manawa Park Shelter #6 with potluck dinner and speaker is Kevin 

Keaton Executive Presbyter. 

  September 2010                                Page  3 

Stephen Ministry 
     If you are interested in providing one-to-one 
Christian care to people in our congregation and 
community, contact Lois Nihsen 322-8028, Ellen Jaco 

328-0902, Jeff Sagert 566-3327 or Paul Masters 323-7129. 
     As a Stephen Minister, you listen to and care for others and often 

become a "special friend". 
     We are trying to reach out to the community through our Loss 
Support Group meeting held the 4th Thursday of each month. 
     If you, a family member or acquaintance are dealing with any type 
of loss, we encourage you to come. Paul and our Parish    Nurses are 

helping conduct these sessions. 
     On September 23, we will be meeting at 7:00pm in the Hearth 
Room. Main topic for discussion will be on stage one of grief from 
"Good Grief" - We Are In A State Of Shock". 

Prayer Shawl Report 
    8 were blessed on July 27 and 6 were blessed on August 9 
    9 distributed as of August 22 and 579 in Service as of August 9 

 Synod School 2010  
        ð A first-person perspective from Jan Pellant 
     How do I do justice in explaining five 
days of Synod School? Once again it was a 

wonderful and surprising week of praying, 
learning, reuniting, singing, laughing, 
reconnecting, and disconnecting. Grace 

Notes was the theme for this yearõs Synod 
School. 
     Mark Davis of Heartland Presbyterian 
Church in Clive and his incredible music 
team taught us about jazz and grace in 

unique lessons during worship. For those of us not professional 
musicians, we learned so much about God in and through the 
construction of chords and music---amazing lessons!  There is 
such a variety of classes to takeñthis year I took one on 

Biblical Poetry---each class was a lively discussion, and we 
never got very far in the teacherõs plan. The other class I took 

was on the book The Four Agreementsñan interesting look at 
the òself-limiting beliefs that rob us of joy and create needless 

suffering.ó I would recommend the bookñI have a copy. There 
were classes of crafts, Revelation, hymns, bells, Proverbs, 
Horizon Bible Study, and many more. 

     Once again I also took God at the Box Office. If you have the 
opportunity, rent the DVD òLars and the Real Girló and stick with 

it to the end---what a different and thought-provoking film. To 

kick off the discussion, one tissue wielding class participant 

sniffed, òI want to live in that community and go to that church!ó 
     But the highlight for all the Synod School attendees was the 

Convocation speaker Rodger Nishioka of Columbia Theological 
Seminary; he is an amazing speaker/preacher/entertainer who 

leaves his audience laughing, nodding, and crying. He is so 
good at helping us to see ourselves, laugh at ourselves, and 
have hope for the youth of our church and our future. Rodger 

promoted our next yearõs convocation speaker as the absolute 
best preacher he has ever heard; coming from him that praise 

that will bring us all back to Storm Lake next July. Come join us! 

Mariners 
     Come and bring a dish to share and join the Mariners for their 
meeting on Thursday, September 16 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall, 
for the best meal in town with over 150 years of cooking experience!! 
     Dan Jacobs from Manawa State Park will be there to share with the 

group information about the Department of Natural Resources. 
     Contact Lois Nihsen for further information. Hope to see you there. 

 Prayer Shawl & Prayer List Requests 
     How do you request a Prayer Shawl for yourself or someone else? 

Call the church office, Mary Alice Fehr, Vicki Holder or Joellen Peters.  
     How do you make a request for the Prayer List? Prayer List 
requests are made at all three services on Sunday morning by putting 

the information on the yellow forms found in the sanctuary and given 
to the ushers or to Pastor Paul. These are included in the Prayer List 

for the Week, which is e-mailed each week, and to those on the Prayer 
Phone Chain. If you have mid-week requests, then please contact the 

church office or Mary Alice Fehr and it will then be sent out.. 
     If you would like to be added to either of these lists, please call the 
church office or Mary Alice Fehr. 

Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed 
     One of our fall volunteer projects is 
rolling around soon. New Horizon will 

be delivering Meals on Wheels on the 
five Fridays in October. If you can 
volunteer for one or more Fridays, it 
will be greatly appreciated. Volunteers 
meet at Jennie Edmundson at 

11:00am. The routes usually take 1-1½ hours. There are 8 
routes and 16 volunteers are needed each Friday. Call Margaret 

Lemen (328-1384) or see her at church. If you need a partner, 
Margaret will find one for you. 

Habitat for Humanity Workday 
     The next Habitat for Humanity workday is set for 
October 9. A sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex. 
There are two new homes scheduled to be started at that time. 



School Supplies Collected 
     Bloomer and Washington Schools received 
the school supply collection from NHPC again 
this year. The collection of notebooks, pens, 

pencils, folders and numerous other items were 
given to the two schools. A total of 472 items 
or packages were given by the generous 

members of the church. Many thanks to all who 
donated the items. 
     Cleo and Don Croson sorted and boxed all 
items and delivered them to the schools. The 
other Presbyterian churches also collected 

items and delivered them to their neighborhood 
schools. Thanks to all who helped needy 
children start school with new supplies. 
     Thanks, Thanks, Thanks to everyone. 
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Sidewalk Repair  
     Sidewalk repair is underway behind the church. The cement 
outside the emergency exit behind the organ in the Sanctuary and 
the cement outside the hallway doors to the rear of the church by 

the basketball hoop are being replaced to effect a change in the 
slope. Because water has come in through both those sets of doors, 

the change was felt necessary to allow for better drainage of rain 
water and snow melt. 

PW Womenõs Gathering 
     On August 5, twenty women from NHPC joined with the other 
Council Bluffs Presbyterian churches and shared Gethsemane 

churchõs salad luncheon.  

     Roger Jensen shared vocal 
selections with the group.  

     Denise Woods spoke on 
womenõs health issues.  

     Thank you Gethsemane Women for inviting us and the other 
PW groups of Council Bluffs. 



Deacon of the Month 
     Vicki Holder is the Deacon of the month for 
September. Vicki keeps track of the meals 

served at the churchñ Presbytery COM 
meetings and funeral luncheons to inform the 
Deacons. Her real passion is the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry though; she tries to be aware of the 
needs of the congregation and family of New Horizon where a 

prayer shawl would be a comfort. If you know of those needs, 
please let Vickie and the Prayer Shawl Ministry know. 

òSomeone You Ought To Knowó 
     What does the term Christian Education include?  Most people 
think of cute little kids going to Sunday school and reading Bible 
stories and coloring pictures of Bible scenes and times.  Christian 

Education is really life-long learning for everybody.  Learn about 
the experiences of two of our Christian education teachers. 
     Lynn Fehr said he first started with third through sixth grades 

back in September, 1966.  He did a little work 
teaching adults but has spent most of his time 
with elementary age students; his favorite age 
group is elementary which he continues to 
teach at NHPC.  He loves to have students 

come back in later years and tell him what they 
remember about Sunday school.  Usually, they 
enjoyed reading Bible stories.  Lynn likes to 
tailor activities to the topics and stories covered in scripture.  He 

spends hours in preparation for his classes.  
     Orville òKeithó Miller started Sunday school teaching while he 

was in high school in Independence, Iowa.  He was told by his 
mother he should teach.  Over the years he 

worked with young people.  His wife Miriam 
helped him.  He remembers a class of all 
junior high boys once.  They enjoyed having 

parties.  The girls were jealous.  He continued 
teaching when NHPC was formed.  He had 

taught adults earlier and continues to do this 

still today.  He too does research and study 

for his class.  His technique is to pose questions and then let the 
group take over the discussion.  Many pastors took the 

opportunity to join his class discussions.  His success is based on 
òdonõt lecture; lead the group to sharing the great discussionsó. 

     His experience is like all good teachers, you learn more than 
your students because of preparation and study. 
     Sept. 5,  Church service times return to 8:00am, 9:00am and 

11:00am. Sunday school starts on Sept. 12, and all Wednesday 
night activity return Sept. 15.  Letõs have more kids, youth and 

adults in class and activities this fall as the goal.   

Elder of the Month 
     Amber Dobbs is the Elder of the Month for 
September. Amber is looking forward to be 
more involved in the church and is eager to 

get to know the workings. She enjoys being 
involved and getting to know new people. She 
and Sindy Kafka are looking toward new and 

exciting directions for the Christian Education committee. 

Items Purchased & Contributions  
 from Rummage Sale   
Items Purchased for NHPC: 
 Clock for Nursery 
 Knife (Due-edge) for Kitchen 

 Metal Bench  
      - by playground equipment 
 NHPC Coffee Fund 

 Sprayer Faucet  
     - for large kitchen sink 

 Stephen Ministry Logo  
    ð window in Hearth Room 

Contributions to: 
 Camp Calvin Crest      Interfaith Response 
 Habitat for Humanity  HELP  Adult Service 

 Meals on Wheels        NHPC Mortgage  
 Phillips Cupboard 

New Members at New Horizon  

          Dan and Pam Kinney                        Stella Christensen 
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Joy Banner  made by 

Gwen Bogardus Spring Rummage Sale 


